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Phoenix Thoroughbred and Three Chimneys Farm’s 
Volatile gave the world a taste of his talent as he 
flew home by a country mile to win Saturday’s 
$100,000 Aristides Stakes at Churchill Downs.

Breaking from the far outside post 6 as the 1/2 
heavy favorite under Ricardo Santana, Jr., Volatile 
along the outside of Bobby’s Wicked One and 
Seven Nation Army as they dueled through 
opening fractions of :21.48 and :44.36. Honest 
Mischief and Heartwood stalked close behind 
while Manny Wah was a handful of lengths 
further back.

Midway through the far turn, Seven Nation Army 
ranged up to take the lead, but Volatile and Honest 
Mischief were coming hot on either side of him. At 
the top of the stretch, Volatile got the green light, 
and the race was over from there.

 Displaying an explosive turn of foot possessed by 
only the sharpest of runners, Volatile was gone in 
the blink of an eye. Despite running on the wrong 
lead until inside the 1/16 pole, the Steve Asmussen 
trainee crossed 8 lengths clear in a final time of 
1:07.57 for the fast 6-furlong dirt sprint.

The Churchill Downs 6-furlong dirt track record is 
1:07.55, set by Indian Chant on July 8, 2007.

“This horse has incredible talent,” said Santana, 
Jr. “To go that fast as he did today shows he is 
extremely talented. He did that so easily.”

Honest Mischief was no match for the runaway 
bettors’ choice, but he did hold second by 3/4 of a 
length over Manny Wah, who rallied to steal third 
by a neck from Seven Nation Army. Heartwood and 
Bobby’s Wicked One completed the order of finish. 

Volatile’s win came in his stakes debut and was his 
third straight overall, bringing his record to 5-4-1-0 
with $203,540 earned. The 4-year-old Violence colt’s 
effort drew strong comparisons to another former 
Asmussen trainee – the 2019 Breeders’ Cup Sprint 
(G1) champion Mitole.

“He is a tremendous talent,” Asmussen said. “His 
family means a lot to me, with his second dam Lady 
Tak, who we trained and won the Test (G1). We’re 
hoping this horse shows the same kind of affinity 
toward races like that as she did. It wasn’t a graded 
stakes, but it was still a stakes win.”

WINNERS
Volatile Flies in Aristides

(racingdudes.com)



Bharani Star displayed talent and determination in 
equal measure as she got off the mark at the third 
time of asking.

The official result reads a dead-heat first for the 
Phoenix Thoroughbreds owned filly who shared 
the spoils on handicap debut at Haydock on 
Monday, June 8.

Always held in high regard by trainer Peter Chapple-

Hyam the progeny of Sea The Stars was held-up in 
the early stages of the mile and a half contest by 
jockey Andrea Atzeni. Travelling well throughout 
the pair made stylish headway in the home 
straight moving past rivals. At two furlongs out, 
the filly was still moving well and picked up nicely 
when asked to go and win her race. Briefly headed 
inside the final furlong, she put her head down and 
showed great heart to battle back and force the 
photo.

Bharani Star off the mark
(phoenixthoroughbreds.net)



Lady Penelope lands maiden
Listed success in the Polonia Stakes

(phoenixthoroughbreds.net)

Lady Penelope produced a superb front running 
performance to land the Polonia Stakes at Naas 
on Saturday, 20 June.

The Phoenix Thoroughbreds owned filly gained 
her first Listed success thanks in large part to a 
well-judged ride from jockey Declan McDonogh. 

 In front from the moment the gates opened, the 
daughter of Darley’s European stallion sensation 
Night Of Thunder showed all of her qualities to 
record a one and a quarter-length success with a 
bit to spare.

Summing up the performance trainer Joseph 
O’Brien said:

“She was very tough and she loved the ground. 
The drop of rain during the week was a huge help 
to her, she loves a little bit of juice in the ground”. 

Purchased privately by Phoenix Thoroughbreds 

shortly before her intended run in the G1 
Criterium at ParisLongchamp the filly has done 
well to recover to top form, from what turned 
out to be a less than ideal experience. Spinning 
around in the stalls that day, she did well not to 
badly injure herself and any knock-on effects 
have been well managed by the O’Brien team.

“The lads at home have done a super job with 
her, doing a lot of work with her in the afternoons 
putting her through the stalls,” explained winning 
rider Declan McDonogh. “I rode her in work when 
she came to the Curragh a couple of weeks ago 
and she impressed me there so we were hopeful 
of a good run and that was important to her 
today. 

“She’s straight forward I just took the lead on her, 
she has bundles of pace and when I let her down, 
she really picked up well. When I did let her go, 
she put her head low and really helped me. I 
think she’ll stay 6f.”



Aclaim’s half-brother Additional
impresses in Lingfield romp

(Phoenixthoroughbreds.net)

Additional, a half-brother to Group One winner Aclaim, 
looked to have some class of his own as he impressively 
shed his maiden’s tag at Lingfield on Friday, June 26.

 Owned by Phoenix Thoroughbreds and Aclaim Partners 
the son of Night Of Thunder set some eye-popping 
fractions as he made all under Oisin Murphy in the 
seven-furlong event. It was the Martyn Meade trained 
colt’s second start, building on a promising debut at 
Yarmouth.

Aclaim will always hold a special place in Murphy’s 
heart as the first horse to provide him with a Group One 
winner and the Champion rider feels, like his illustrious 

sibling, Additional has plenty of class. “I know the team 
at Manton have always liked him,” Murphy told Sky 
Sports Racing. “He’s a beautiful horse and his sire’s on 
fire, so hopefully he’ll go onto better things.

“This fella isn’t as bossy (as Aclaim), but he’s only three 
and he’s probably still a bit babyish, so there’s plenty to 
look forward to. I liked him when I sat on him at home 
and I’m pleased he did that today and I’m sure you’ll see 
him improve as time goes on.”

Aclaim stands at the National Stud for £9,500 on live 
foal terms, while his first two-year-olds will be hitting 
the track in 2021.



Whiskey Double Scores on Debut
at Churchill Downs

 (bloodhorse.com)

Phoenix Thoroughbreds and Winchell 
Thoroughbreds’ Whiskey Double made his debut 
a winning one June 27 at Churchill Downs, living 
up to his odds as he beat 10 other juveniles in a 
six-furlong maiden special weight on the main 
track for trainer Steve Asmussen.

Off as the 7-5 favorite with Ricardo Santana Jr. 
up, Whiskey Double stalked in fourth as Medicine 
Tail set fractions of :21.81 and :45.78. Santana 
asked his mount to go as they turned into the 
homestretch, and Whiskey Double gained on the 
pacesetter. The Into Mischief colt chiseled away 
at Medicine Tail’s 1 1/2-length advantage and got 
up to win by three-quarters of a length.
 
The final time was 1:10.70 on a fast track.

Whiskey Double was an $875,000 purchase by 
his owners at the 2019 Keeneland September 
Yearling Sale, where he was consigned by Buck 
Pond Farm. The flashy bay was bred in Kentucky 
by Buck Pond Farm and Richard Seale and is the 
first of three foals out of the Munnings mare Lake 
Sebago, the winner of the Smart Halo and Gin 
Talking Stakes at Laurel Park as a 2-year-old. Lake 
Sebago has since produced two fillies. The first is 
a yearling by Ghostzapper, and the other, foaled 
May 4, is by Into Mischief, making her a full sister 
to Whiskey Double.

Medicine Tail, a Kantharos half brother to 2011 
Remsen Stakes (G2) winner O’Prado Again, 
held for second by two lengths over a rallying 
Windcracker.



Efflorescence dominates in font running win
(Phoenixthoroughbreds.net)

Efflorescence was truly dominant getting off the 
mark with victory at Ballarat as Anthony Freedman 
trains his first winner for Phoenix Thoroughbreds.

Following two promising efforts the son of I Am 
Invincible was sent off favourite for the 1400m 
contest on the synthetic track and was given a very 
positive ride from Billy Egan.

Firing out from the barriers the colt was soon 
in a commanding lead with first-time blinkers 
seemingly giving him a renewed focus. Always at 
least a length in front, he kicked for home around 
the turn. Any concerns the Phoenix Thoroughbreds 
owned runner had gone two quickly were quickly 
dismissed as he found another gear with a furlong 
and a half to go and ran out a two and half-length 
winner.

“His jump-outs have been excellent,” assistant 

trainer Sam Freedman told racing.com post-race. 
“He just got caught wide at Swan Hill (last time) 
and the blinkers going on and out to 1400 it 
was a really good result particularly for Phoenix 
Thoroughbreds who put a lot into the industry. 
They’ve supported us with a couple of horses and 
this is our first runner for them so we’re very happy 
to get a result for them. 

“It was a lot more professional today than he has 
been in his first two starts. He’s been a bit slow 
away and he’s just been a bit raw. He’s a horse 
that’s probably six months away from filling out 
into his frame and hopefully, he’s a colt that can 
improve and deliver on his promise with a short 
break under his belt.”
 
All things being equal it’s likely the colt will now 
have a short spell and return with an eye to step 
him up in class in the near future.



The Phoenix Thoroughbreds owned Little Menace 
claimed his first stakes success, dominating the 
Grand Prairie Derby at Lone Star Park from start to 
finish on Saturday, June 29.

 Stretching out to the one and one-sixteenth mile 
trip for the first time the son of Spendthrift Farm’s 
Into Mischief relished every inch of the journey to 
pull out a comfortable win. Jockey Stewart Elliott 
used all of his experience as he took the colt into 
the early lead. From the front, the rider was able to 
dictate the pace, slowing the fractions to suit his 
mount. Once in the stretch, Little Menace kicked for 
home and after a furlong and a half battle with Sir 

Rick, he was able to pull away with the race chart 
recording a three and a quarter length victory. 
Elliott said of the win: 

“He broke decent enough and put himself there on 
his own. It allowed me to sit on him and let him get 
comfortable, which allowed us to have plenty to 
finish off with.”

Now the Little Menace is proven over two turns 
Phoenix Thoroughbreds and Steve Asmussen 
have a few more options on the table for the 
talented colt which include either the Ellis Park 
Derby or Mountaineer Derby.

Little Menace wins the Grand Prairie Derby
(phoenixthoroughbreds.net)



Phoenix Thoroughbreds co-owned Farnan is back in 
training with Gai Waterhouse and Adrian Bott ahead 
of a three-year-old campaign that could include the 
Coolmore Stakes as the main race target.

 Bred by Phoenix and raced in partnership with Aquis, 
Farnan proved himself one of the best colts of his 
generation in a superb campaign that saw him win the 
Silver Slipper and Todman Stakes before his crowning 
glory in the Golden Slipper. The Son Of Not A Single Doubt 
was sent for a break following his victory in the World’s 
most valuable juvenile race and arrived back with Gai and 
Adrian this week.

“He looks fantastic!” said Bott “We gave him a good break 
following his win in the Golden Slipper. We felt he’d been 
up a while, from his Magic Millions campaign and then 
through the traditional Golden Slipper lead-up. There 
was temptation there for him to carry on through the 
two-year-old triple crown. We certainly feel he would 
have been more than capable of carrying on that path 
and prove to be very successful, but we were mindful of 
the length of the campaign he had as a young horse.

“He went back to Aquis Farm up in Queensland and had 
six weeks out in the paddock. He did very well, put on the 
condition we wanted to see and we just felt that giving 

Slipper Winner Farnan Returns to
Training with the Coolmore an option

(Phoenixthoroughbreds.net)



him that time out would be beneficial. Our thinking was 
that we have an exciting colt with the potential of being 
a top-class horse for us at weight for age level going 
forward.”

His two-year-old performances certainly left their mark 
on the Australian racing landscape. Always held in high 
regard by his connections, he only seemed to improve 
for racing putting in a sequence of scintillating runs that 
culminated in that sensational success in the Golden 
Slipper. But the question is now, could he be an even 
better as a three-year-old? Perhaps slightly concerning 
for his rivals, the answer seems to be “yes he can”.

“We just felt it was all-natural, raw ability he was doing it 
on last campaign,” continued Bott. “Just sheer speed and 
class so there’s a real potential for him to come back and 
continue on that path. That had us really excited and as 
I said, we wanted to give him every opportunity to come 
back and prove that. We felt he proved everything he 
needed to as a two-year-old, he won all those juvenile 
races and there’s no bigger than the Golden Slipper as a 
stallion making race.”

“I think what he did in the one campaign was quite 
remarkable. Even the races he won the Todman, The Silver 
Slipper and the Golden Slipper, there are not many horses 
in recent times that have won all those and done it in such 

dominant fashion. He really is, or was, the dominant colt 
of his generation.”

Farnan’s road ahead is still being finalised by Phoenix 
Thoroughbreds, Aquis Farm and the Waterhouse/
Bott team. However, at this stage, the Coolmore Stakes 
appears the most likely main race target, heading there via 
the Golden Rose. But whatever the final plan connections 
won’t be scared of taking on longer trips this campaign.

“We’ve kept the options open for him and we’ve got 
the opportunity to stretch him out to the 1400m for the 
Golden Rose which could potentially be an early target.” 
Explained Bott. “Even the Coolmore down the straight is 
a very testing 1200m race. You’re exposed all the way, so 
you need to be more than a 1200m horse in those events.

“I think he’s got the pedigree and constitution to do 
so while he’s got plenty of tactical speed he’s not one 
dimensional. He settles in his races and has the attitude 
you need to do well in those longer races. Those could 
come into play in this preparation and it wasn’t the 
distances we were avoiding as a two-year-old. We just 
felt the timing of those didn’t fit what we all wanted to 
achieve with the colt going forward.”

Whatever the final plan for the star colt turns out to be, it 
looks like an exciting campaign ahead for all concerned.



Phoenix Thoroughbreds are considering a tilt at the 
Everest with Loving Gaby, as their two-time Group 
One winner Loving Gaby returns to training with 
Maher/Eustace team, alongside co-owned stars 
Prague and Holyfield.

The daughter of I Am Invincible landed both the 
Manikato and William Reid Stakes during her last 

preparation, building on an undeniable stellar juvenile 
season. Now rising four, co-trainer Ciaron Maher feels 
she could be even better this time around.

“She’s unbelievable,” said Maher. “She was 600 kilos 
and when she came out of the paddock she looked 
like she’d had a months work! She had a nice covering 
of condition on her. She’s such a powerful mare.

Loving Gaby on Course for the Everest
As Phoenix’s Maher Stars Return

(phoenixthoroughbreds.net)



“I think she could be even better again this prep. 
She’s such a tall horse and as a three-year-old she 
was, in most of her weight for age races, the biggest 
hose in the line-up and I think she has furnished 
again, she’s a very exciting horse. The main aims 
for her are the Everest and the Eagle.”

Also back under his and David Eustace’s supervision 
is two-time Group Three winner and Sire’s Produce 
second Prague. Owned by Phoenix Thoroughbreds 
alongside Aquis, the Redoute’s Choice colt is also 
expected to improve upon his last campaign.

“He always does extremely well in work, so he looks 
very similar to the start for his last preparation,” 
explained Maher. “He always was a strong physical 
type and he looks to have developed even more.

“I think what he did in his two-year-old season 
was all on raw ability, I don’t think the penny had 
fully dropped with him, so I’m very excited about 
the prospects for him. Having been so raw while 
doing so well, I think he’ll improve no end mentally. 
All being well, the San Dominico might be a nice 
starting point for him.”

Having shown plenty of ability in winning his pair of 
Group races and going so close at the highest level, 
it’s clear that grabbing that elusive Group One will 
be top of the agenda with Maher adding:

“He has a stallion’s pedigree, he’s by a super sire 
and I think he was quite sharp last time around 
so we can’t wait to start putting him through his 
paces. I think a race like the Golden Rose would be 
an early aim for him. I think at that distance he was 
very good last prep and he’ll be even better this 
time around.”

The Phoenix/Aquis axis can also look forward to a 
potentially exciting campaign with I Am Invincible 
colt Holyfield. He too picked up Group Three 
honours, as part of a trio of victories, and he’ll have 
big race targets over 1600m.

“He’s wintered really well and he looks super.” 
Maher said. “He was always strong physically 
and we got a lot of confidence into him during 
the last prep. I think he’ll really come on for that 
and he could be a Guineas horses, which is his 
main aim.”



Phoenix Ladies Syndicate News
Linda Rice to train for Phoenix Ladies

(phoenixthoroughbreds.net)

Phoenix Ladies Syndicate has added multiple Grade 
One winner Linda Rice to their training roster.

Rice will oversee the careers of three of the Dubai 
based team’s runners, among them, an American 
Pharoah filly called Wild America. The most expensive 
horse purchased by the all-female group to date, the 
juvenile is out of winning mare Wild Bout Tiffany and 
from the same family as MGSW Mr Livingstone.

“I am very excited to join the Phoenix Ladies team,” 
said Rice. “We received our first horse this week in 
Wild America; she is a beautiful American Pharoah 
filly with a lot of potential. We are hoping for great 
things in our new venture together!”

Linda Rice is the latest trainer to be added to the PLS 
roster.

A pioneer for female trainers in North America, Rice 
has been on the PLS radar for some time.

“We’re delighted to have a such a talented 
trainer join our team,” said Phoenix Ladies 
Principal Pamela Cordina. “We have watched her 
achievements and you can’t fail to be impressed 
with her record. It’s great we have some good 
horses to send her and we look forward to the 
future with great optimism.”

Also joining Rice’s PLS ranks will be A Will Take 
Charge colt out of Contact who can number G1 winner 
Sea Hero among his family members in addition to a 
Declaration Of War filly out of Kaloura. Her family tree 
includes Multiple Grade One winner Kalanisi and is 
a half-sister to the Phoenix Thoroughbreds’ owned 
winner Kadar.



A message of support

Kenny McPeek is the latest 
name to appear on the 
Phoenix Ladies Syndicate 
trainers list as the Dubai-
based owners continue to 

expand their presence in the 
U S .

McPeek was on hand at the recent 
OBS Horses In Training sale to purchase a Mizzen 
Mast colt on behalf of the all-female group and 
the multiple graded stakes-winning conditioner 
will take charge of the juvenile’s career.

From the family of Grade One winner Greenwood 

Lake and out of winning mare Nikki’s Choice, 
the grey impressed in his breeze before McPeek 
went to $130,000 to secure him. A half-brother to 
a multiple winner the colt can also boost Grade 
Three success, Charley Barley, among his close 
relatives.

“We have been watching his success here in 
Dubai and it’s great to have one in training with 
him.” Said Phoenix Ladies chief Pamela Cordina. 
“The colt has already started his education with 
Kenny and from the video’s he’s sent us he looks 
great and seems to have some decent raw ability. 
We’re already looking forward to seeing him on 
the race track!”

Make sure you follow us on Twitter @PhoenixThorough1to keep up to date
with Entries, work-out and news.

You can also find exclusive content on our website:
https:// www.phoenixthoroughbreds.net

McPeek to train for Phoenix Ladies
(phoenixthoroughbreds.net)


