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BLUE MOONRISE LANDS
A THIRD VICTORY

PHOENIX THOROUGHBREDS
PRAISE THE SAUDI CUP

HOLYFIELD RISES FROM
CANVAS IN SANDOWN WIN 

LITTLE MENACE
GOES BACK-TO-BACK

GAMBLE TOUGHS IT OUT
TO RULE AT PALERMO

PRAGUE AND MARQUAND 
TAKE CANONBURY STAKES

FARNAN WINS
SILVER SLIPPER AS FAVOURITE CELLSABEEL FLOPS



The Maher and Eustace stable combined with UK 
jockey Tom Marquand to capture both juvenile races 
at Randwick on Saturday, first with Away Game in 
the Group 3 Widden Stakes (1100m) and secondly 
with Prague in the Group 3 Iron Jack Canonbury 
Stakes (1100m).

Prague’s win was franked by a smarter time than 
the fillies in the Widden Stakes with the colt’s time 
of 1.03.94 on the Good 4 track better than the 1.04.43 
and the 600m times 34.68 and 35.60 respectively.

Marquand sent Prague forward from barrier five and 
then they camped on the outside of Nitrous and 
Tommy Berry as they crossed the High Street side 
into the main straight. They stepped up the pressure 
over the hill and by the 300m they were leading and 
the rest were chasing.

The winning margin was 1 3/4L with $2.50 favourite 
Global Quest and Hugh Bowman second and Return 
With Honour and Glyn Schofield third, the margin a 
neck. Nitrous was fourth 3 1/2L back.

WINNERS
Prague and Marquand take Canonbury Stakes

(thoroughbredsnews.com.au)



“I just a bit of a feeling about him today with the 
shades on and the way he had come on in his coat 
from his first up run. There a bit of timing about 
him, the race came up nicely and a great job by the 
team,” said Maher.

“He is a very relaxed customer and I think he has 
a lot of improvement left in him. He will take a lot 
from that today, he actually pinned the ears and 
started to work out what it is all about.

“He has an extremely bright future and when you 
look at him he is a lovely physical type and very 
natural with a beautiful temperament so he ticks 
all the boxes and it is pretty exciting really,” he said.

Maher said that Prague may race again before 
the Group 1 Golden Slipper (1200m) at Rosehill on 
March 21st depending on his position on the Order 
Of Entry and the need for more experience.

“Again extremely lucky to get a ride on a horse like 
him. He was a half-step slow away similarly to his 
first run at Canterbury, recovered well and got to the 
front quickly and from three furlongs (600m) out I 
could be relatively clear on what he was going to 
do. He was really strong to the line,” said Marquand.

“He was the only colt in the parade ring not 
sweating before-hand and I do not think he has 
quite worked out he is as good as he is which is a 
nice thing. I am sure that run will sharpen him up 
again,” he said.

Prague, a colt by Redoute’s Choice out of the Pins 
mare Purely Spectacular, had a lot to live up to 
being a $1.6 million yearling purchase. The vital 
Group win on Saturday added to his win on debut 
over 1200m at Canterbury on January 20th to 
certainly justify the quality long after the price is 
forgotten.

Stake earnings stand at $117,250 for the Aquis Farm 
and Phoenix Thoroughbred owned colt.



Little Menace goes back-to-back
(Phoenixthoroughbreds.net)

In a performance full of potential Little Menace 
made in two wins on the bounce with victory at 
Oaklawn Park.

The Phoenix Thoroughbreds owned colt took his 
overall record to two wins in three starts, having 
previously romped home at Churchill Downs. 
That success came in maiden company, but he 
took the step into a strong looking Allowance 
Optional Claimer in his stride, despite showing 
some signs of inexperience.

Breaking among the first three from the gates 

jockey Ricardo Santana Junior settled his mount 
just off the pace in the early stages of the six-
furlong race. Perhaps a bit outpaced as the field 
quickened at the turn Little Menace dropped to 
fourth. Unperturbed, Santana Junior kept his 
head and slowly got to work to close the gap 
on the leaders. Having moved smoothly into 
contention the son of Into Mischief got into full 
flow in the straight and went into a narrow lead 
a furlong out. After a bit of a battle, and while 
perhaps showing signs of greenness, Steve 
Asmussen’s runner was declared the winner 
after a photo finish.



Gamble toughs it out
to Rule at Palermo

(phoenixthoroughbreds.net)
Gamble Rules returned to winning ways with a gutsy 
front running performance at Palermo.

Taking her record to two wins in her last three starts 
the Phoenix Thoroughbreds and Haras Abolengo 
owned filly led from start to finish in the 2000m 
event.

Always happiest when out in front the jockey Eduardo 
Ortega Pavon was quick to move his partner to the 
front as the gates opened. Setting an even tempo 
out in front Gamble rules gradually saw her rivals 
drop out of contention one by one. Turning for home 
and still leading the Nicolas Martin Ferro trainee had 
one challenger in the form of Joy Vaxy left and while 
for a moment it looked as though she might not get 
home in front Gamble Rules pulled out plenty more 
to grab glory by a comfortable margin.



Best Stone goes back-to-back
(Phoenixthoroughbreds.net)

The Phoenix Thoroughbreds team are celebrating more 
success in Australia after Best Stone made it two wins on 
the bounce with a taking victory at Canterbury.

Jockey Nash Rawiller continued his excellent record 
aboard the John Thompson trained filly producing 
a superb rail-hugging ride to grab the glory late on. 
Rawiller’s form figures on the daughter of I Am Invincible 
now read 311 and he once again drew the best for the 
three-year-old.

Breaking from the inside barrier Best Stone gave up 
her customary position of leading the field as Rawiller 
gauged the early pacesetters were setting off quickly 
over the 1250m trip. Content to sit off them in third the 
winning combination tracked the pace until the turn 
for home. Initially held up a little when first making 
their move Rawiller switch Best Stone to the inside to 
challenge up the rail. As is her way the filly buckled down 
to power home on the inside to record another win.

Always confident she’d get better with age trainer John 
Thompson has managed the filly well but was quick to 
praise his rider for his performance.“Nash judged that 
ride well,” Thompson told Sky Sports Racing post-race. 
“He saw they were going off too quick and settled her 
back in third. She showed a great turn of foot late; she’s a 
gutsy little racehorse.”

As for Rawiller he was impressed and a little surprised 
with his mount.

“Full credit to her, she’s taken a little while to hit her 
straps,” explained the jockey. “I think since she’s been 
over the 1250m she’s been able to find her rhythm and 
be more comfortable in her races. For that reason, she’s 
been able to hit the line well late

“There were a few in there I wasn’t sure if she’d be quite 
up to, but she surprised me tonight, held her ground good 
and honestly I think she’s one of those horses that will 
keep getting the job done.”



Holyfield rises from canvas in
Sandown win (AAP)

Holyfield has lived up to his name with a fighting victory 
at Sandown to remain unbeaten in two race starts.

Named after boxer Evander Holyfield, the two-year-
old fought back after being headed in the Sandown 
straight on Wednesday to win the Ladbrokes Handicap 
(1400m).

The victory continued the success of Ciaron Maher 
and David Eustace in two-year-old races this season 
with the stable looking at bigger prizes with Holyfield.

Ridden by Jye McNeil, Holyfield, the $3.20 favourite, 
led and was headed by runner-up Drone Strike ($3.50) 
at the 200m before rallying to record a three-quarter 
length victory.

It was a victory that impressed Maher who said 
Holyfield was likely to return to his Sydney stable 
and be set for the Group One Champagne Stakes at 
Randwick in April.

Holyfield was successful at Newcastle over 1200m 
last month but was sent to Melbourne as there was a 
lack of 1400m races in Sydney for the colt.

“He’s a horse that we’ve taken the easier route with 
to bring him on and get him some confidence,” Maher 
said.

“He really improved out of his first-up win at Newcastle 
and I think he’s gone to another level again.

“We decided to bring him down here to give him the 
experience and we thought he’d grow up as well.

“I really think he could be a Champagne horse if he 
keeps progressing the right way.

“I love the way he conducted himself in the mounting 
yard.”

Holyfield was an $800,000 yearling purchase and is out 
of the Group One-winning mare Hurtle Myrtle.

While Maher was a major buyer of yearlings last year 
who have progressed to form the backbone of his 
two-year-old brigade this season, Holyfield and the 
unbeaten Prague are owned by Aquis Farm and Phoenix 
Thoroughbreds.

“This horse wasn’t in my league and horses like Prague, 
they were bought by Aquis and Phoenix,” Maher said.

“They’ve been great supporters of the stable and it’s 
great to get these expensive colts to the races and be 
winners.

“Hopefully this horse can string a few together as he’s 
really well-bred and out of a great mare.”



Talento Puma delivered a first win 
of 2020 for the Phoenix Ladies 
Syndicate thanks to a superb front 
running ride from Xavier Ziani at 
Jebel Ali.

It was the Argentine bred’s fourth 
start in the UAE since being purchased 

by the all-female group and the change 
of tactics to make the running seemed to make all the 
difference as he dominated from start to finish.

From the moment the gates opened for the 1600m 
contest Ziani was keen to get his mount to the front. 
Only requiring minimal urgings, the Salem bin Ghadayer 
trained five-year-old moved smoothly into the early 

lead. There he would stay under a well-judged ride 
and it wasn’t until two and a half furlongs out that 
Talento Puma was asked to go and win his race. 
Gradually building up to full steam he started to 
move away from the field and in the end, Ziani had 
time to easy down to give his partner some well-
earned pats down the neck.

“He has plenty of abilty,” explained the rider post-
race. “He even has the ability to win in a stronger field 
but he’s a very very tricky horse. He’s very naughty 
in the morning, he doesn’t want to train. He works 
in a hood a blinkers to make sure he’s going on the 
track; otherwise he stops. I’m very happy to pass the 
post with him today because it’s been a hard job with 
him.”

Talento Puma dominates at Jebel Ali  
(Phoenixthoroughbreds.net)



It has been an unusual year for Tulloch Lodge with 
two-year-olds but they have a real Golden Slipper 
contender in Farnan after the Not A Single Doubt 
colt streaked away with the Silver Slipper.

The famed nursery has been at the forefront of 
Golden Slipper discussions for the past 50 years but 
it has taken until February for Gai Waterhouse and 
Adrian Bott to have their first Saturday two-year-old 
winner of the season.

Farnan did in style and with a dash of arrogance as 
he chalked up the third win of his career and booked 
a place in the Golden Slipper.

“There is a great sense of timing about it,” Bott said. 
“He has always proven to be a top-class colt for us 
and he showed that very early in his career.

“Unfortunately, he wasn’t able to show that in the 
Magic Millions but he had genuine excuses for that.

Farnan wins Silver Slipper
as favourite Cellsabeel flops

(Sydney Morning Herald)



“He has bounced back in great shape and has been 
able to really show his true credentials today.”

Farnan put 3¾ lengths on his rivals in a breathtaking 
display as Cellsabeel, which had been the Golden 
Slipper favourite, never looked a winning chance and 
struggled home for fifth after drifting to start $1.90.

Racing NSW vets found Cellsabeel to be 2 out of 5 
lame in her off-foreleg after the race, which gave some 
reason for her defeat.

“I don’t know what to make of it – it’s puzzling,” 
Ceelsabeel’s jockey, Tommy Berry, said.
“She just never towed me into the race like she did last 
time. I don’t know what’s wrong.”

Tulloch Lodge has a great record in the Silver Slipper. 
Waterhouse has won the race on five occasions and 
completed the Silver-Golden double with Pierro in 
2012.

Waterhouse has had three other winners go onto run 
placings in the Golden Slipper. The only winner not to 
feature in the Godden Slipper was Amelia’s Dream, 
which broke down in winning the Silver Slipper.

Hugh Bowman, who filled in for Tim Clark , had Farnan 
($8) positioned in a stalking position and nothing could 
go with him when he sprinted.

Chris Waller-trained Global Quest ($7.50) worked into 
second 3¼ lengths away and there was another 1¼ 
lengths to spare from North Pacific, which was third.

“He’s a good young colt. It felt as good as it looked,” 
Bowman said.

“He’s going to improve on that. I think mentally he’s a 
very sensible horse, but I don’t think he’s screwed right 
down, and he’s certainly in the right hands to progress 
to the Golden Slipper.

“I think you will see him continue to develop physically 
as he matures naturally. He’s not the biggest horse in 
the mounting yard, but he’s certainly got the brain of a 
horse beyond his years.”

Bott said the plan was to run Farnan in the Todman 
Stakes but hinted that he could go to the Golden 
Slipper without another start.

“Just looking at him in the yard, there is still some 
physical and fitness improvement to come,” Bott said. 
“But he is just a naturally athletic horse and doesn’t 
take much to get ready.

“He is very clean-winded and very light on his feet, 
and that assisted him out there. He seemed to 
really excel in those conditions. That did take me by 
surprise.”



Call On Mischief carried the Phoenix Thoroughbreds 
colours to victory for a second time as she put in an 
impressive hold-up display at Fair Grounds.

Trained by Mike Stidham and ridden, with ice in his veins, 
by Brian Hernandez Junior the Into Mischief filly got back 
to winning ways after showing tremendous late speed 
to grab the glory in the five and a half furlong Allowance 
Optional Claiming contest.

Breaking in midfield from the gates Hernandez Junior 
was happy to let the leaders go off and set the fractions. 
Slightly under restraint, he held his mount in the back half 
of the field as they approached the turn. Still unmoved and 
more than ten lengths off the pace turning from home 
Hernandez just allowed his strong travelling partner a 
little more rein to close the gap slightly up the rail. By this 

time Little Dell had made a dash for home and opened 
up some daylight back to the pack. Still sitting ‘chilly’ 
Hernandez Junior asked Call On Mischief to go and she 
responded with a taking turn of hoof. Smoothly closing 
the gap the filly came upsides the leader with half a 
furlong to go before sweeping past to win by an eased 
down two lengths.

It was the second time the Keenland graduate had 
found herself in the winners’ circle with her record 
showing a victory on debut at Monmouth.

Mischief calls the tune
at Fair Grounds  

(Phoenixthoroughbreds.net)



Blue Moonrise lands a third victory 
(Phoenixthoroughbreds.net)

Blue Moonrise fired in the third win of her career 
with an excellent front-running performance at 
Oaklawn.

The Phoenix Thoroughbreds owned filly made 
every single yard of the one mile and one-
sixteenth contest under a well-judged ride from 
Ricardo Santana Junior to claim the spoils with 
plenty in hand.

Trained by Hall of Famer Steve Asmussen, the 
daughter of Malibu Moon jumped well from the 
gates with her rider using her natural speed and 
inside post position to grab the early lead. Setting 
some decent looking fractions the pair continued 
on the front end with Santana Junior making 
sure to give his partner a breather down the back 
straight. For a moment the field concertinaed but 
given a bit more rein into the turn Blue Moonrise 
began to extend away. Still travelling well while 
most of her rivals started to be asked for an effort 
she entered the stretch with daylight behind her. 
That gap remained as she, with a customary flash 
of her tail, continued strongly through the line to 
win by three and a half lengths.



Discount for Aclaim fillies
(Press Release)

Aclaim, the G1 Prix de la Foret winner who is standing 
his third season at the National Stud, has had his 
payment terms tweaked for the forthcoming breeding 
season.

Already on Live Foal terms, his owners, the Aclaim 
Partnership, are now offering a substantial reduction 
on the contracted price for breeders who produce 
a filly. Mark McStay, of Avenue Bloodstock, who is 
managing the handsome son of Acclamation, said:

 “We well understand the pressures on the commercial 
breeder. Last year, we moved to Life Foal terms and 
this season – even though Aclaim has had filly foals 
sell very well – we are offering anyone who breeds a 
filly a 25% discount on their contracted price. I would 
urge mare owners to call us to discuss their mares 
and our prices and terms as they are sure to find a 
sympathetic ear.”

Aclaim, who won his only start at two before picking up 
the G2 Challenge Stakes at three, went on to take the G2 
Park Stakes before rounding off his career with his big 
Paris win on Arc day. He has a stallion pedigree, being 
by the sire of Dark Angel from the family of Montjeu. 
Breeders sent him more mares in his first season than 
any other first-season flat stallion in Britain and he has 
covered 253 mares in his first two books.

“Aclaim has been tremendously well-supported,’ 
added McStay. ‘And breeders have been rewarded 
with great-looking stock who are also inheriting his 
bombproof demeanour which served him so well 
in training. We were pleased with how well his foals 
sold, including a €120,000 colt at Goffs, with lots of the 
top foal buyers getting involved.”

For more information, please contact: 
 Mark McStay 07810 857184
 Joe Callan 07872 058295
 Tim Lane 07738 496141



The team behind Phoenix Thoroughbreds have hailed 
the inaugural Saudi Cup as a success.

The Dubai-based owners, along with co-owner and Saudi 
native Khalid bin Mishref, sent out star horse Gronkowski 
to run in the new richest race in the World and were 
impressed with the event. Seen as a game-changer for 
racing in the Middle East the Saudi Cup and it’s undercard 
brought together top-class horses from Asia, Europe, The 
US and Japan in a race day that attracted a global audience.

Staged at the King Abdulaziz Race track just outside the 
Kingdom’s capital Riyadh there was prize money of more 
than $30m up for grabs across a historic night. In addition 
to staging the country’s first turf race, it’s likely that the 
Saudi Cup will change racing in the region and establish 
KSA as a major racing nation, something Phoenix 
Thoroughbreds are keen to see.

“The whole event was fantastic to be part of,” said 
Phoenix Thoroughbreds CEO Amer Abdulaziz. “Everyone 
involved fully embraced the race day, put on a great show, 
and the Saudi people were brilliant hosts. I have to thank 
HRH Prince Bandar bin Khalid al Faisal and his team for 
their vision and determination for making the Saudi Cup 
a reality.

“Unfortunately we didn’t get the result we wanted 
with Gronkowski, but we had a great time in Riyadh. 
The racetrack, the supporting infrastructure and racing 
surface are among the best in the World. We hope to 
return next year with an even stronger team of horses.”

Even before the Saudi Cup became a reality, Abdulaziz 
was exploring the possibility of running horses in Riyadh 
in some of the other international fixtures on the country’s 
racing calendar. No doubt having further experienced the 
passion for the sport in the Kingdom that possibility has 
become even more of an ambition.

Phoenix Thoroughbreds praise the Saudi Cup 
(Phoenixthoroughbreds.net)



Make sure you follow us on Twitter @PhoenixThorough1to keep up to date
with Entries, work-out and news.

You can also find exclusive content on our website:
https:// www.phoenixthoroughbreds.net

PHOENIX THOROUGHBREDS WELCOMES
NEW HORSE WELFARE BOARD PLAN 

(Press Release)

Phoenix Thoroughbreds welcomes British 
horseracing’s Horse Welfare Board’s five-year-
strategic plan for the welfare of horses bred for 
racing.

The recently published strategy focuses on the 
ambition that every horse bred to race should 
lead – and be seen to lead – “a life well-lived”. The 
strategy includes traceability for horses bred for 
the sport, a strong focus on safety and wellbeing, 
a more confident and proactive approach to 
communications and the industry’s biggest-ever 
data project.

We believe that that this new plan reflects 

Phoenix Thoroughbreds own inherent principles 
in relation to equine welfare and the industry’s 
responsibility to ensure that all parties including 
trainers, racecourses, jockeys and wider staff are 
all able to play their part alongside a regulatory 
environment based on robust inspection, 
licensing and training.
 
We at Phoenix Thoroughbreds remain 
passionate about the thoroughbred industry as a 
whole and we are fully committed to supporting 
any initiatives that are able to make racing safer 
for horses and jockeys and all contributes to 
the high quality of life enjoyed by thoroughbred 
horses.


