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Blue Moonrise over Remington Park
(phoenixthoroughbreds.net)

In a performance that can only be described as “a
romp” Blue Moonrise made it back-to-back victories at
Remington Park on Saturday.
The Phoenix Thoroughbreds owned filly took out
the Allowance contest by over 13 lengths, taking her
record to two from two since joining Steve Asmussen.
Moreover, her two victories, both at the Oklahoma track,
have been won by an astonishing aggregate of 27 and
a half lengths.
As he was for her maiden success, Richard Eramia was
in the plate on Saturday night. Half a beat slow from the
gates the pair found themselves with plenty of horses
in front of them in the first 50 yards. Showing her class,
under the unflustered rider Blue Moonrise soon eased
up the rail to take up the running into the first turn. In

what was an almost carbon copy of her first win, there
she would stay setting some comfortable sectionals
while travelling powerfully. Midway through the turn
back towards the stretch, Eramia gave his mount a
little rein and she took off. Under an almost motionless
jockey, she continued to move away from the field with
Eramia allowing himself a long glance behind to check
on his rivals. They remained a long way back as Blue
Moonrise crossed the line in splendid isolation.
Purchased at the Fasig-Tipton Saratoga Sale in 2017 the
three-year-old is out of winning Unbridled’s Song mare
Dawn Chorus and a half-sister to winner The Sandman.
Blue Moonrise has a page full of black-type winners
including her 2nd Dam Dawn Princess, who also placed
at Grade Three level, while other close relatives to note
are Fighting Countess and Lotsa Mischief.

Leading Saudi owner buys
into Gronkowski
(Bloodhorse.com)

Leading Saudi Arabian owner Khalid bin Mishref has
bought into Dubai World Cup Sponsored by Emirates
Airline (G1) runner-up Gronkowski, owners Phoenix
Thoroughbreds confirmed Oct. 20.
Mishref is no stranger to international ownership. A
regular at the leading global sales, he has seen his
green and white silks carried to victory in the U.S.,
U.K., and his native Saudi Arabia. The announcement
is likely to spark some excitement in Saudi Arabia
with the inaugural Saudi Cup named as one of the
primary targets for Gronkowski as part of an ambitious

campaign. A longtime friend and ally of his new
partners, Mishref aided Phoenix CEO Amer Abdulaziz
on a fact-finding mission to Riyadh this year as the
group’s founder explored the possibilities of racing in
Saudi Arabia.
“We are delighted to welcome Khalid bin Mishref to
the Phoenix Thoroughbreds team,” Abdulaziz said.
“We pride ourselves on our international growth,
and to have a man of Khalid’s experience joining the
team at such an exciting stage of Gronkowski’s career
is a major plus. Saudi Arabia is an ambitious racing

nation with fantastic facilities, and this reaffirms our
commitment to the sport in the country. We look
forward to a long and successful partnership.”
For his part, Mishref is eyeing a prosperous future with
Phoenix Thoroughbreds’ star horse.
“It was an easy decision to invest with Phoenix
Thoroughbreds,” explained the Saudi owner. “Not only
is Gronkowski a world-class racehorse, but Phoenix’s
international ambitions mirror my own. A chance to be
part of a horse of this calibre doesn’t come around that
often, so I was delighted to be given the opportunity.
It’s very exciting to think he’ll be lining up in the Saudi
Cup in front of Saudi racing fans. I’m sure that this will
be a very successful partnership.”
Now trained in Dubai by Salem bin Ghadayer,
Gronkowski first came to prominence with a series of
victories in the U.K., which earned him a place in the
2018 Kentucky Derby Presented by Woodford Reserve
(G1). A high temperature prevented him from taking
up his engagement in the first leg of the Triple Crown,
and connections changed their focus to the Belmont
Stakes Presented by NYRA Bets (G1), where he ran
second to Triple Crown winner Justify . In late March,

Gronkowski was beaten a nose by Thunder Snow in
the Dubai World Cup, his most recent race. After that,
the Phoenix team nominated him to the Saudi Cup as
it charts a path that includes the Meydan showpiece
and the Pegasus World Cup Invitational Stakes (G1) at
Gulfstream Park.

Forever puts Phoenix Ladies
in Dreamland
(phoenixthorughbreds.net)

Forever In Dreams gave the
members of the Phoenix
Ladies Syndicate another day
to remember with a tough
performance to claim third
in the Group One Champions
Sprint on Champions Day.
It’s the second time the Aidan Fogarty trained
filly has placed in Group One company at Ascot
this season, adding to her runners-up effort in the
Commonwealth Cup at ‘the Royal Meeting.’ A winner
at Listed level the three-year-old is fast become

a sprinter to follow, delivering on the promise she
showed as a juvenile.
Despite an encouraging run in the Prix de la Foret on
her last outing, the grey was sent off as a 66/1 shot but
jockey Jamie Spencer produced a classy ride in very
testing conditions to guide her into places. Settled
in mid-field for much of the race the rider found a
willing partner in the daughter of Dream Ahead as she
battled out a three-way finish with the top-class duo
of Donjuan Triumphant and One Master. Angled out to
make her challenge a couple of furlongs out the filly put
her head down, fighting for her place on the podium.

“That was a brilliant performance,” said a grinning Aidan
Fogarty. “She is a horse we have always thought the
world of and we are delighted with her. She enjoys this
ground and Jamie gave her a great ride.
“She is such an exciting filly to train and hopefully there is
plenty more to come. As a three-year-old in a competitive
Group One sprint at Ascot, this was a huge run.”
This result is a perfect gift for the Phoenix Ladies Syndicate
who are preparing to celebrate their first anniversary.
“To have this horse running these huge races on the
biggest stages is huge for us.” said the group’s Principal
Pamela Cordina. “We’ve only had her such a short time
but she has already given us two fantastic results. We
are very proud of our girl and Aidan has done a terrific
job with her. We hope we are looking at a very successful
future with her.”

The Saudi Cup race over six and a half furlongs is among
the possible targets for Forever In Dreams while trips
to Hong Kong and Dubai are also among options under
discussion.
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