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After a stellar juvenile campaign, we’ve waited with 
much anticipation and excitement to see the return 
of Loving Gaby as a three-year-old. That wait came to 
an end under the lights of Moonee Valley on Friday, 
and we couldn’t have hoped for better. For more have 
a read of this story from Racing.com:

Loving Gaby has shaken off the effects from a testing 
juvenile campaign to put herself squarely in the Group 
1 picture this spring following a breath-taking Group 
3 Scarborough Stakes (1200m) win at The Valley.

The filly had been a notable absentee from the early 
season races this spring and she missed a number 
of planned trials also, but she cast-off any concerns 
she might struggle to come up after contesting four 
Group 1 races in a row to finish off her two-year-old 
season.

“She was a bit soft but that’s what good horses do,” 
co-trainer Ciaron Maher said after Loving Gaby came 
from the rear of the field to win.

“They just don’t do that unless they are exceptional 
and I think she is.”

After taking her time to find her feet, Loving Gaby 
($6) found herself near the tail of the field but jockey 
Damian Lane got her going inside the final 600 
metres and she looped the entire field to score over 
the in-form filly of the spring so far in Exhilarates 
($3.40 fav).

“She came to the races against a pretty slick field and 
she’s not fully fit yet and she had to do it the tough 
way a little bit,” Maher said. “She had no favours.”

Maher said he was careful not to test Loving Gaby too 
early after she contested so many of the elite juvenile 
races last season.

“She had four group 1 races in her first preparation 
and they aren’t motorbikes,” Maher said.

“She was a little bit vulnerable because of where 
she’s at – she’s a bit soft in her preparation so that will 
bring her right up to speed.”

Maher said Loving Gaby’s main spring aim was the 
Group 1 Empire Rose Stakes at Flemington on Victoria 
Derby Day.

Loving Gaby’s
Astonishing Return



Lady is the Apple of our eye
We suspect that we may have used that headline 
before, but it just goes to highlight how well Lady Apple 
has performed this year. In 2019, the filly we own with 
KatieRich Farm had already placed in the Kentucky Oaks 
and won the Fantasy Stakes and Iowa Oaks both Grade 
Threes. However, on Sunday night, she was at it again, 
adding another Graded Stakes success to her resume as 
this report from our website covers:

Lady Apple would not be denied as the Phoenix 
Thoroughbreds and KatieRich Farms owned filly landed 
the Grade Three Remington Oaks on Sunday.

The victory provides her with a third success at this level 
having already taken the Fantasy Stakes and Iowa Oaks 
this year, and she battled hard in the stretch to record 
her sixth overall career success. The daughter of Curlin 
was sent off as the favourite against three quality rivals 
and jockey Ricardo Santana Junior put in a master class 
of sensible, confident riding to make sure the three-
year-old stayed clear of trouble. Drawn widest of all, the 
rider kept the partnership on the outside throughout 

the mile and sixteenth trip as the quartet of runners 
stayed tightly packed in the early stages. Down the back 
straight, it quickly became apparent that Lady Apple 
and main market rival, Gold Standard, were destined to 
fight out the finish and so it proved.

Reaching the top of the stretch, the duelling duo 
eased clear of the other two runners and treated the 
Remington Park crowd to a thrilling finish. Locked 
almost stride for stride the rivals came close together, 
looking each other in the eye, but Lady Apple showed 
her customary determination to outbattle her foe and 
win by half a length.

“She’s a really amazing filly,” said a delighted Santana 
Jr, who was celebrating his sixth win of the day. “Today, 
she travelled well and was feeling comfortable where 
we were. She’s a filly that always gives you everything 
in a race and today she proved a lot.

“She loves to fight, and as soon as she felt the filly (Gold 
Standard) inside of her, she kicked on. I had a lot of 
confidence in my filly; I knew she was going to give me 
everything she had”.

The victory in the Remington Park Oaks saw Steve 
Asmussen break his record of most wins during one 
race day at the Oklahoma track but rather than turn the 
spotlight on himself he was full of praise for the runner 
that put him, once again, in the history books.

“She’s a quality filly,” said Asmussen “This was a very 
good win for her today against a nice group of horses. 
With the Curlins always seeming to get better with age, 
we certainly look forward to the future.”



Last Thursday our President Tom Ludt was a guest on the 
excellent Kenny Rice Racing Show sharing his insights 
on a range of topics. For those of you who aren’t aware 
Tom has been an executive figure in the Thoroughbred 
industry for many years operating in senior posts at 
Vinery Stud, Santa Anita and the Breeder’s Cup among 
others. But it is his role at Phoenix that was the first under 
discussion with our growth the opening talking point.

“It’s an organisation that sprouted out of the ground just 
less than three years ago and boy have we’ve grown!” 
Said Tom with a bit of a chuckle. “People probably don’t 
understand the magnitude of the size, because in three 
years we’re up to over 300 horses because we’re so 
worldly and I think people in the States don’t follow the 
Australian market or even the European market. It’s been 
a great challenge, and I am travelling all over the World.”

The conversation soon moved onto how we operate and 
who we are with our President explaining:

“Amer Abdulaziz, who started Phoenix, is Dubai based, 
and it was his plan from before my time. He set this thing 
up as an investment fund which makes it quite unique. 
He’s trying to bring people into the game, much like you 
see in this racing syndicates, but we’re just larger and 
more diversified than most funds or Racing partnerships.”
That word “partnerships” is a crucial element to how we 
like to spread risk for our investors. Those of you who 
have followed our story will be aware that in addition 
to owning horses outright, we have partnered with 

other high profile groups both when acquiring horses in 
training and at the auction house.  

“It allows you to spread the risk into more horses,” 
explained Tom when discussing this point. “This, 
unfortunately, is a numbers game no matter how hard 
you work at it. If you look at the best of the best, the leading 
trainers are winning at 30%, the best horse less than that 
and very few go undefeated. So if you look this game 
and back it up and you look at how to best put together 
a business model, I believe partnerships are a wise move. 
I was very fortunate when I worked at Vinery to hit with 
More Than Ready but how many of those horses come 
along and cover over bad decisions or horses that just 
don’t pan out for you.”

As the interview moved towards talking more about 
his role with Phoenix, Tom admitted to being a little 
surprised to be fulfilling his vital role with us at this stage 
of his career:

“I would never have believed I would be travelling the 
World buying horses for an international group. A guy 
from Youngstown Ohio spending time in Australia, 
Ireland, France, England and all over the States and with 
the company based in Dubai, it’s quite a whirlwind.”

You can hear Tom Ludt’s interview in full and the 
rest of Episode 36 of the Kenny Rice Racing Show 
h e r e : h t t p s : // w w w .y o u t u b e . c o m / w a t c h ? t i m e 
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Tom Ludt On The Kenny Rice Show



Make sure you follow us on Twitter @PhoenixThorough1 to keep up to date
with Entries, work-out and news.

You can also find exclusive content on our website:
https:// www.phoenixthoroughbreds.net

In Brief - Exceedance is
Group One placed

Less than 24 hours after Loving Gaby won her second 
Group Three Exceedance gave us another reason to 
smile finishing in the places in the Group One Golden 
Rose Stakes at Rosehill Gardens. Owned alongside a 
consortium of high-profile owners he lost his chance 

of victory with a tardy start, and with the race not being 
run to suit he was nursed into it under a good ride from 
Tommy Berry before finishing strongly to grab third place. 
Trainers Hawkes Racing have indicated his next target is 
likely to be the Coolmore Stud Stakes over 1200m.


