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Woods off
the mark

It’s always nice to start our weekly 
round-up with news of a winner and 
thanks to Craft Woods we can. The 
Mike Maker trained filly was impressive 
in victory at Keeneland as this report 
from our website highlights:

It appears Phoenix Thoroughbreds may 
have a progressive filly on their hands as 
Craft Woods broke her maiden second 
time up with victory at Keeneland on 
Friday.

A staying on second over six and a 
half furlongs on her debut at Kentucky 
Downs the step up to a mile worked 
the oracle as Mike Maker’s charge 
dominated the 12 runner field. It was 
front running at its best as the two-
year-old went wire to wire to claim Race 



Seven on the opening day of the fall 
meeting.

Maker engaged Jose Ortiz for the ride, 
and the rider soon had his mount 
cruising to an early lead as the field 
covered the short run to the opening 
bend. Travelling powerfully, Ortiz 
allowed Craft Woods to roll along out 
in front setting an even tempo. With a 
few rivals throwing out distress calls 
as they reached the far turn, Ortiz just 
allowed his partner to have a little 
more rein, and the filly stretched into a 
clear lead. The gap back to her nearest 
pursuers was four lengths as she 
reached the top of the stretch with that 
margin increasing as she ticked off the 
furlongs. Urban Fairytale tried to chase 
down the long-time leader, but the race 
was already won.

A daughter of Coolmore’s Declaration 
Of War, Craft Woods is the first foal out 
of winning mare Moanin. Purchased by 
Phoenix Thoroughbreds at the Fasig-
Tipton Saratoga Sale in 2018 she is 
from the same family as Dubawi.



It’s always a busy time of year for our bloodstock 
team as they travel the World to the leading 
Yearling Sales looking for our next star. Last week 
the destination was Ireland for Goffs Orby Sale 
where we added four recruits and strengthened an 
existing partnership. This round-up is taken from 
our website: 

Phoenix Thoroughbreds partnered with Aquis Farm 
to purchase a €1.1million Galileo filly on day one of 
Goffs Orby Sale.

The two growing powerhouses of the thoroughbred 
industry have a strong association through owning 

runners together in Australia and also teamed up to 
secure the services of emerging sire Invader. This, 
however, is the first time they have teamed up to buy 
bloodstock in Europe.

The filly, listed as lot 213, is a full sister to Irish Derby 
hero Sovereign and is out of Group 3 winning mare 
Devoted To You. She can also number plenty of 
black-types winners as part of her family. With that 
attractive pedigree, it’s no surprise that both Phoenix 
and Aquis were keen to buy her.

“You don’t find these broodmares on the market 
that often,” said Phoenix Thoroughbreds CEO Amer 

Goffs Orby Sale



Abdulaziz. “We’re very happy to buy the filly today, 
and the team did a wonderful job in their research
on her.”

Explaining more about the reasons for strengthing their 
relationship with Aquis, Phoenix President Tom Ludt 
added:

“We do a lot of business with Aquis in Australia. We’re 
trying to build up a nice band of broodmares, we bought 
a couple of really nice Galileos last year, and we thought 
she was the one this year. We loved her and it turned 
out Aquis loved her too, so we partnered on her. She’s 
beautiful, has the page, has everything we want. All we 
have to do now is to teach her how to race.”

Despite the partnership having strong roots in Australia, 
Ludt was quick to dismiss any talk this latest addition 
would go for a racing career “down under” although 
added a decision on who will oversee her development 
is yet to be made:

“The plan will be to keep her here,” said Ludt. “Like us, 
Aquis are growing and asked us to go in on her, but we’ll 
keep her here. We try not to commit to trainers too quick 
because we want to let her grow-up and figure out what 
she’s like. We then try to place them based on their style.”

The purchase of the Galileo filly was the highlight 
on what turned into a pretty busy day for Phoenix 
Thoroughbreds. The innovative investment fund were 
the successful bidders on four Lots starting with an 

Australia colt from the family of Group One winner 
Deauville. The group also moved to buy a Kodiac colt 
listed as Lot 35. Out of Listed-placed mare Soul Searcher, 
he is related to Group One winner Pharaoh’s Delight 
as well as US millionaire and top-class scorer Rocks. 
Another Galileo progeny was also picked up, this time 
a colt out winning mare Convocate and a half-sibling to 
two winners.

Phoenix Ladies can also count the day as a success as 
the all-female group added a lovely looking type to their 
roster. Lot 230 is a Gleneagles filly from the family of 
Gold Cup winner Estimate and champion three-year-
old Ebadiyla. She is also a half-sister to two winners 
including Group Three success story Edelmira.



Make sure you follow us on Twitter @PhoenixThorough1 to keep up to date
with Entries, work-out and news.

You can also find exclusive content on our website:
https:// www.phoenixthoroughbreds.net

Sands on target for Sprint defence
British Champions Day is fast approaching and it 
looks like we’ll have two runners in the Champions’ 
Sprint with Sands Of Mali likely to join Advertise in 
the line-up. The former took the race twelve months 
ago and speaking to the Champions Series Media 
team Trainer Ricard Fahey is hopeful he can retain 
his title:

Richard Fahey is optimistic Sands Of Mali will be back 
to his peak to defend his crown in the Qipco British 
Champions Sprint Stakes at Ascot later this month.

The sprinter owned by Phoenix Thoroughbreds 
and The Cool Silk Partnership posted a career-best 
performance to spring a 28-1 surprise in the six-
furlong Group One last autumn at the main expense 
of Harry Angel.

The Panis colt has shown nothing like that form in 
his three races this year at Meydan, Hamilton and 

Royal Ascot, but Fahey believes his star sprinter is 
returning to his best.

“We’re very pleased with him, he came back from 
Ascot a little bit sore, a few little niggly problems that 
we’ve sorted,” said the Musley Bank handler.

“He always works well; he’s an exceptionally good 
work horse. We’re happy and where we want to be 
at this stage.

“To be honest, I’m not sure what else is turning up 
there at the moment, but I just feel that if we get our 
lad back, then I’m not too worried about anything.

“It was high on the priorities for this year, but we do need 
to get him back bouncing, which we’re not far off now.”

The Champions Sprint forms part of the Champions 
Day card at Ascot taking place on 19th October.


