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Along with our multiple partners, we were all left thrilled 
by the performance of Exceedance in the Group Three 
San Domenico Stakes at Rosehill on Saturday. Stamping 
his mark as one of the most exciting colts in Australia the 
Hawkes Racing trainee also shot to the top of the betting 
for the Group One Golden Rose. For more on this excellent 
result here’s a report on the race from Racenet.com.au 

Exceedance laid down the gauntlet to his Golden Rose 
rivals with a devastating display when saluting in 
Saturday’s Group III San Domenico Stakes (1100m) at 
Rosehill.

The Hawkes team’s imposing son of Exceed And Excel 
raced into $4.50 favouritism with TAB.com.au for the 
Golden Rose after lapping up the heavy conditions to 
unseat odds-on favourite Bivouac.

Exceedance ($4.80) produced a powerful sprint to beat 
Godolphin’s Bivouac ($1.35) by two lengths with the 
Peter and Paul Snowden-trained Anaheed ($9) a short 
head away in third.

“Usually as a rule you don’t want to start horses off on a 
heavy (track) campaign but this colt is a brilliant colt,” co-
trainer Michael Hawkes, who trains with dad John and 
brother Wayne, said.

“He definitely showed it last time in when he came from 
Wyong to a placing at Rosehill.

“He was a Benchmark 70 before today but obviously he 
has potential. He is just far superior.”

Heavy rain in the lead-up to race day meant just five 
runners started in the San Domenico, including the 
highly publicised outsider Royal Popcorn – who’s 
presence in the entries drew questions from the Racing 
NSW stewards pre-acceptances.

Exceedance Excites



Royal Popcorn, which opened at $501 with some bookies, 
eventually finished more than 13 lengths off the winner 
but no runner was in the same class as Exceedance on 
the heavy going. 

Jockey Tommy Berry waited patiently in behind the 
leaders until the top of the straight and when he asked 
Exceedance for an effort he let down strongly, easily 
gapping his rivals over the final 100m.

“Tommy knew he was on the best horse and I said that to 
him before the race to just ride him like the best horse,” 
Hawkes said.

“When he came out and once he let down he just gobbled 
it up and made it look too easy.”

Berry, who rode Libertini to an impressive win seven 
days ago, said his confidence grow as he approached the 
starting gates.

“He’s an exciting colt,” Berry said.

“It was a bit like Libertini last week, we had to see him 
come back and do it but do it he did.

“He just wants to please you, he’s a lovely ride for a colt. 
Great attitude and please me he did.”



Melody Calls the tune at Thirsk

Trainer John Quinn has become very adept at training 
winners for us, and the latest was a colt winning on 
debut. Here’s more from our website:

At Thirsk on Saturday afternoon, Melody King became 
the latest in an ever-expanding band of John Quinn 
trained juveniles to carry the Phoenix Thoroughbreds 
colours to victory.

Adding to the exploits of Signora Cabello last season, 
the son of Kodiac joins Mia Diva and Cobra Eye as two-
year-old successes overseen by the master of Malton 
this term for the Dubai based investment group.

Taking his place in the stalls for the seven-furlong Novice 
event the colt was a popular choice with punters for a 
debut success. From the moment the gates opened, he 
was given a positive ride by jockey Jason Hart with the 
former champion apprentice keeping things simple by 
settling his mount just in behind the early pacesetter 
Robert Guiscard. Sitting off the rail a little to stay out 
of trouble, the pair continued to track the leader into 
the home straight. Hart started to wind things up 
from about three furlongs out, and Melody King soon 
challenged the long-time leader before moving into an 
advantage. Challengers began to emerge from the pack 
with a furlong to go, but the Phoenix colt responded 
and pulled out a bit more close home to hold off the 
fast-finishing La Chiffre by just shy of a length.

Purchased from Book One of the Tattersalls October 
Yearling sale Melody King claimed an additional 
£25,000 bonus, on top of her prize money for finishing 
first, as part of the auction house’s “Book One Bonus” 
initiative. Out of classy Graded winning mare Mekong 
Melody and related to G1 winners the colt is one of 
eight, mainly juveniles, trained by Quinn for Phoenix 
Thoroughbreds and their faith in the Yorkshire-based 
handler is undoubtedly being rewarded.



Labor Day Weekend Double
To all our US-based readers we 

hope you had a fantastic Labor 
Day weekend. We had double 
reason to enjoy the festivities 
as we kicked off the break with 
an Ellis Park double on Friday. 

For all the details check out 
this report from our website 

Phoenixthoroughbreds.net:

Phoenix Thoroughbreds were celebrating a double at 
Ellis Park on Saturday after juvenile colts Something 
Super, and Life On The Road landed maiden successes.

Trained by Steve Asmussen, the pair were unfancied in 
the betting but produced excellent performances that 
saw them both score with a bit to spare over seven 
furlongs.

The brace was kicked-off with Something Super 
showing the benefit of his promising debut at the start 
of the month to take Race 5 under an excellent front 
running ride from Shaun Bridgmohan. The son of Super 
Saver broke a step slow from the gates, but Bridgmohan 
was keen to take up the early speed and encouraged 
his mount to the front. Nudged along to keep his early 
advantage, it initially appeared Something Super might 
be vulnerable out in the lead, but his pilot judged the 
fractions perfectly. As his nearest rival, Dark Oak, came 
to challenge at the top of the stretch the colt pulled out 

a bit more to take the victory by half a length from the 
fast-finishing Banks Island.

An hour later, it was the turn of Life On The Road to have 
his moment in the spotlight, making no mistake under 
Tyler Baze to win at the first time of asking. Breaking well 
from the widest gate of all Baze was happy to slot his 
mount in third place, three to four lengths off the early 
pace set by the Godolphin owned Amongst. Travelling 
well down the backstretch Baze and Life On The Road 
made, what turned out to be, the decisive race-winning 
move. Drawing upside the long-time leader as they 
entered the turn, the two rivals pulled clear of the rest 
of the field and settled down to fight out what looked as 
though would be an exciting finish. In the end, however, 
the Phoenix Thoroughbreds owned runner pulled clear 
to score a decisive victory by three and a half lengths.



Make sure you follow us on Twitter @PhoenixThorough1 to keep up to date
with Entries, work-out and news.

You can also find exclusive content on our website:
https:// www.phoenixthoroughbreds.net

Sands Of Mali on-course
of Champions Sprint Defence

Sands Of Mali, who we own in partnership with Cool Silk, is on course to 
return to Ascot on Champions Day looking to retain his sprinting crown. The 
Richard Fahey trained runner grabbed Group One glory in the Champions 
Sprint last season, and after a disappointing effort in the Diamond Jubilee, 
Fahey is confident he has the horse back on track stating:

“He came back from Ascot a bit sore, but he’s grand now and back full in 
training and the race at Ascot will be his target. I’m sure he’ll come back.”

Shopping
at Keeneland

The Keeneland September 
Yearling Sale is well underway, 
and we have already added to 
our team of horses.

To see what we’ve been up to 
and to keep track of any business 
we might do keep checking 
in with our live blog: https:// 
www.phoenixthoroughbreds.
net/keeneland-september-
yearling-sale-blog/


