
W      KLY WRAP

ADVERTISE
LANDS THIRD GROUP ONE

ISSU
E 29 - AU

G
 2019

COBRA
STRIKES AT GOODWOOD

PROMISING
BEGINNINGS

AUSSIE THIRDS RUBBING SHOULDERS
WITH ROYALTY



We could only start with this really, and it was a day 
to remember as Advertise took his Group One tally to 
three wins with victory in the Prix Maurice de Gheest at 
Deauville on Sunday. Here is The Racing Post’s take on 
another landmark achievement:

A 12th Group 1 for the season and it’s barely August - there 
has never been a season like this for Frankie Dettori in any 
of the 33 that preceded it. 

A week ago it was ‘just’ nine and, despite joking he had 
cost himself another top level success on Thursday when 
going too soon aboard Mehdaayih at Goodwood, it is clear 
Dettori is brimming with the sort of confidence reserved 
for very few sportsman at the top of their game, whatever 
the game. 

At Deauville on Sunday he had a partner in Advertise 
who boasted arguably the best form on offer for the Prix 
Maurice de Gheest. The pair were always just holding 
the relentless thrust of Brando, while Space Blues just 
got the better of Spinning Memories to ensure a podium 
reserved exclusively for British-trained horses. 

“I was able to slot in behind Pretty Pollyanna and at the 
two furlong marker I had to take a pull because he idles 
a little bit when he gets to the front,” said Dettori. “When 

I saw the others coming at the 300 [metre mark] I had 
to kick and he showed a good turn of foot. He was just 
idling a bit but when he felt Brando coming, he took off 
again. 

“I was alone for a long while so that was a danger because 
I was there to be shot at. But he came here in tremendous 
form and he’s a tough horse, he doesn’t know how to run 
a bad race.”

Advertise lands Third Group One



Now fully ensconced at historic Manton and with the 
poor form of the spring now well behind him, Martyn 
Meade continues to impress as a man who, when he is 
sent a good horse, can be relied upon to make the most 
of it. 

With 2017 Foret hero Aclaim now at stud and Eminent 
heading the same way, he is also now extremely popular 
with the bloodstock fraternity, a factor that won’t be 
lost on the trainer as he considers the next move for 
Advertise before he heads to the covering sheds at the 
end of the season. 

“He’s done everything he needs to do,” said Meade. “You 
have to always finish on a high so I’m going to be pretty 
positive where I put him next time. I’m not going to throw 
him in just for the chance, we’re not just in it for the prize-
money but to actually make a really nice stallion and I 
think he’s proving that’s what he really is.”

Dettori was whispering sweet nothings in Meade’s ear 
about the Haydock Sprint Cup and the Qipco Champions 
Sprint but Meade remains his own man and was not to 
be rushed. 

“He might run once or twice more, maybe we could come 
back to France on Arc day for the Foret,” said Meade. “I 
think he has to be up there as the best I’ve trained so 
far. We’ve only been at this for a relatively short period 
of time and we’ve just been really lucky we’ve had two 
or three really really nice horses. Long may it continue, 
we could be rustling in the bottom drawer looking for the 
next one.”



his winning move just over a furlong out. Clearing away 
from the pack alongside Fuwayrit the two horses settled 
down to battle it out with Cobra Eye getting the nod in a 
photo over Ryan Moore’s mount.

“I knew he was second two strides from the line and that 
man there has got him up.” said a delighted John Quinn 
pointing to Frankie Dettori in the winners’ enclosure. 
“Frankie’s probably the best jockey in the World; he rode 
The Wow Signal for me and Signora Cabello in the Papin. 
He’s always very welcoming when we ring him to ride 
and he actually rang us to ride Cobra Eye; we were so 
pleased to have him.”

In addition to his effusive praise for the Italian rider, 
Quinn was also glowing in his assessment of Cobra Eye’s 
performance.

“He’s a very nice horse, a little bit raw, and we won’t 
overdo him,”continued Quinn. “He’s got a nice pedigree, 
and extra furlong wouldn’t go astray. He only made his 
debut 11 days ago, he’s gone to Haydock and back and 
come all the way down here. He’s taken it really well, he’s 
a nice animal. Phoenix Thoroughbreds bought the filly 
(Signora Cabello) from me last year, and they’ve been 
brilliant. They’ve sent me some nice horses.”

As far as the next target for this exciting prospect, it could 
be a case of waiting to confirm whether the colt will take 
up his engagement in the Gimcrack Stakes at York next 
month with Quinn adding:

“I’ll have to speak to the team, and we’ll put our heads 
together and go from there. We entered him in a seven-
furlong race this morning.”

We had just the one runner at the Qatar Goodwood 
Festival last week, and it was nice to come away with a 
100% strike rate. The John Quinn trained Cobra Eye kicked 
on from his promising debut to win at the second time of 
asking. Full reaction in this story from our Website:

Exciting colt Cobra Eye shed his maiden tag at the second 
time of asking in a thrilling finish on day one of the Qatar 
Goodwood Festival.

Following a promising debut, in what looked an excellent 
Novice, at Haydock 11 days ago hopes were high the 
Phoenix Thoroughbreds owned runner could graduate 
into the winners’ enclosure and he didn’t disappoint.
Despite showing a few signs of inexperience on the 
South Downs track the juvenile was a willing partner 
for Frankie Dettori who placed the John Quinn trainee 
perfectly, getting cover in behind runners from a wide 
draw. Staying out of some scrimmaging in the main body 
of the field, Dettori used his position as a launchpad for 

Cobra Strikes at 
Goodwood

A couple of our US-based juveniles put in some 
promising efforts over the weekend. More Than 
Ready filly Weekend Fun was the first to go on 
Sunday taking her place in the line-up at Saratoga. 

She had finished third on debut at Churchill Downs 
in June and bettered that with a runners-up spot at 
the Spa. Up with the pace throughout, the filly just 
got a little tired late on but stuck to her task well to 
maintain second place.

Not long after Weekend Fun had run well, Something 
Super was out for his debut at Ellis Park. The Super 
Saver colt showed plenty of signs of inexperience 
which hampered his forward momentum, but 
he caught the eye late on as he powered home 
to get into the places. He’s sure to learn from the 
experience, and we are confident he can improve on 
his next start.

Promising Beginnings



Aussie Thirds
Our weekend started with a couple of our Australian 
string, grabbing some placed prize money. 

The Gary Portelli trained Quick Escape improved 
from his debut, displaying plenty of talent to 
narrowly be denied by a well regarded odds-on 
favourite at Kembla Grange. This three-year-old 
has been all about improvement from his workouts 
through to racing so his winning turn might not be 
too far away.

Meanwhile, Tavisan ran yet another good race 
in a decent looking Handicap at Moonee Valley. 
From an outside draw, he was forced to race wide 
throughout, but travelling well he swept into the 
lead of the home turn. Still there with 100m to go, 
he was just collared late on to miss out by a shade 
under half a length. 

Tavisan

Quick Escape



Make sure you follow us on Twitter @PhoenixThorough1 to keep up to date
with Entries, work-out and news.

You can also find exclusive content on our website:
https:// www.phoenixthoroughbreds.net

Rubbing shoulders with Royalty
Some of the Phoenix Ladies 

Syndicate were invited to the 
Magic Millions Festival of British 
eventing this weekend where 
Zara Phillips was pushing for 

bigger participation by women 
in Thoroughbred Racing. Sky 

News Australia covered the event:

British royal Zara Phillips is pushing for more women 
to get involved in the traditionally male dominated 
sport of thoroughbred racing. Ms Phillips said she is 
“extremely proud” of the Magic Millions women in 

racing initiative, which was established in Australia 
by Harvey Norman CEO Katie Page-Harvey seven 
years ago. Since its inception, women in the industry 
have grown exponentially, with filly Sunlight wining 
the $2 million Magic Millions 2YO Classic in 2018.

Ms Page told Sky News solely owned women 
syndicates are “sprouting up everywhere” due to the 
Magic Millions initiative.

For more on this event including hearing from PLS 
Principal head to: https://www.skynews.com.au 
details/_6068036159001


