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Lady Apple’s victory in the Grade Three Iowa Oaks 
might not have been our first winner of a very 
successful week, but it was our most high profile.

The filly we own in partnership with KatieRich Farms 
has been a revelation this season winning four times 
in addition to finishing third in the Kentucky Oaks and 
her regular jockey Ricardo Santana Junior feels she 
has “come a long way” as he explains in this report 
from our website:

Tough as she is talented Lady Apple landed the second 
Graded Stakes victory of her career by coming out on 
the right side of a stretch battle to land the Iowa Oaks 
on Friday evening.

A week of winners:
Lady’s first in Iowa Oaks

The runner owned in partnership by Phoenix 
Thoroughbreds and KatieRich Farms is quickly gaining 
the reputation as one of the most improving three-
year-old fillies in the US, lining up at Prarie Meadows 
having already landed the Grade Three Fantasy stakes 
at Oaklawn before finishing third in the Kentucky Oaks.

Ridden by regular pilot Ricardo Santana Junior, who 
was winning on the daughter of Curlin for the fourth 
time in five starts, the pair got their customary good 
start from the gates holding their position by the rail 
to sit in second through the first turn.

There they would stay just in behind fellow even money 
favourite Ulele until the field turned for home.



It was at that point Santana Junior asked the Steve 
Asmussen trained runner for her maximum effort. 
Lady Apple drew alongside the long-time leader and 
once again showed the determination that has been 
a significant part of her past successes to see off her 
rival after a protracted battle to win by a length.

“First I want to thank the owners, Steve and the team 
for the great work they have done with this filly. “said 
delighted Santana Junior post-race. “We were always 
confident with this filly, and she’s come a long way. 
Today she looked really good and that she would love 
this track. She took me to the position I was, and I 
just waited until the turn for home, and she gave me 
a nice end.

“Ulele is a really nice horse for connections, and I knew 
turning for home that was the filly I had to beat, so I 
just tried to keep her close to me until then, and in the 
end, the best filly won the race.”



Deja on the road to York
Before Lady Apple landed the honours at Prairie Downs, 
Deja turned a few heads at Kempton Park notching his 
fourth win of the bounce in some style. Taking on a mile 
and a half for the first time he won impressively and 
has trainer Peter Chapple-Hyam dreaming of some big 
targets:

Peter Chapple-Hyam is considering the John Smith’s Cup 
or the Sky Bet Ebor at York as the next port of call for 
the progressive Deja.

Having his first run for 254 days at Kempton on 
Wednesday evening, Deja extended his winning run to 
three in some style.

His only defeat in five races came on his debut for the 
now-retired Jeremy Noseda, and Chapple-Hyam has 
some grand plans for the four-year-old.

“I was very pleased with that, very happy with him 
because he’s been off a while,” Chapple-Hyam told 
www.phoenixthoroughbreds.net.

“The all-weather is not really his best surface. He’s much 
better on the turf, but I couldn’t be any happier really.

“Andrea (Atzeni) gave him a great ride, as he did last year 
at Pontefract.

“He knows the horse – which helped, because it all went a 
bit wrong as they came out of the stalls, but he bided his 
time and picked him up when he wanted to go.

“He says he’s just a dream to ride – although he’s lazy, 
but when you ask him he’ll go.”

Having won his previous races over 10 furlongs, Deja 
handled the step up to a mile and a half with aplomb, but 
Chapple-Hyam would not be perturbed about dropping 
back down in trip.

“I still think he’ll be fine over a mile and a quarter,” he said.

“But we had to run here, because it was the only race 
suitable. With that in mind, we might go to the John 
Smith’s Cup next, because if we had a bit of rain that 
mile-and-a-quarter trip would be perfect – if not there, 
perhaps the Ebor.

“I think we’ll stick to targeting the big handicaps at the 
moment, while keeping an eye on the Group races.

“There’s lot’s of big prizes on offer for him now, 
especially during the autumn. You never know, 
should everything go to plan we might have a 
trip to Melbourne at the end of the year.” - Press 
Association Racing



Carteame romps home at San Isidro
On Sunday evening in Argentina Carteame got off 
the mark at San Isidro giving us cause to celebrate 
winners in two hemispheres, on three continents and 
in three countries this week. As this report from our 
website outlines, she has always been talented if not 
a little frustrating:

A week of winners for Phoenix Thoroughbreds 
continued on Sunday evening as Carteame put in a 
dominant display to break her maiden at San Isidro.

Always talented, if not slightly frustrating, the filly 
owned in partnership and trained by Enrique Martin 
Ferro had filled the runners-up spot in her last four 
starts, but she fulfilled some of her potential in 
excellent style, making all over the mile trip.

Given an excellent ride by Eduardo Ortega Pavon, the 
hurdle of being drawn widest of all was soon cleared 
as the pair raced into an early lead and grabbed the 
rail. From there Carteame and Pavon dictated the 
fractions and soon had the field spread out in behind. 
In her previous efforts, the daughter of Equal Stripes 
had seen her lead vanish in the final straight, but on 
this occasion, she looked powerful as she strode on 
towards the finishing line.

No real challengers emerged as the filly headed for 
glory and Pavon even had time to heavily ease her 
down in the final strides, and keep the winning distance 
to a minimum.

The victory capped a remarkable week for Phoenix 
Thoroughbreds, following winners in the UK, US and 
Argentina and with some potentially exciting entries 
in the coming seven days they will be hoping of 
celebrating more global success in the near future.



Daddy Long Legs gets his first 
Northern Hemisphere winner

Last year we partnered with Taylor Made Stallions 
and Katie Rich Farms to buy exciting stallion Daddy 
Long Legs and bring him to Kentucky. The son 
of Scat Daddy had already produced Grade One 
winners in South America but Saturday saw a 
landmark success for the young sire as Montauk 
Daddy became his first Northern Hemisphere winner, 
a story covered by TDN:

Montauk Daddy (c, 2, Daddy Long Legs–Snow 
Fashion, by Old Fashioned) became the first North 
American winner for his sire (by Scat Daddy), who 
previously stood in Chile, with a good-looking victory 
at Belmont Saturday.

Originally led through the ring unsold at OBS April 
despite breezing in a sharp :20 3/5, the juvenile 
was purchased by trainer Linda Rice post sale for 
$160,000 on behalf of Chris Fountoukis and Richard 
McCourt’s McCourt Racing. He was the first North 
American starter for his sire when flying late for 
second in his debut in a rained-off event going a 
sloppy five panels at Belmont June 21.

Dispatched as the 3-1 second-choice in this first try 
on the grass, the chestnut seized the early advantage 
under Jose Lezcano and was chased by 18-1 shot 

Now Is (Sidney’s Candy) through a swift :21.50 first 
quarter. That foe closed in on the leader momentarily 
turning or home, but Montauk Daddy had plenty 
left in the tank and shrugged off that foe to earn 
his diploma by 1 3/4 lengths. Now Is faded to fifth, 
but Time for Trouble (English Channel) produced 
a strong late rally to close the gap a bit in the final 
sixteenth. Favored Invader (War Front), a full-brother 
to GISW Fog of War, could only manage sixth. 

Montauk Daddy is the second foal and second 
winner out of Snow Fashion, who has not produced 
anything since. 



Make sure you follow us on Twitter @PhoenixThorough1 to keep up to date
with Entries, work-out and news.

You can also find exclusive content on our website:
https:// www.phoenixthoroughbreds.net

Moving In
This week we became Newmarket residents, setting up 
a permanent base in the town’s historic High Street. It’s 
a move that carries a lot of significance and shows our 
further commitment to racing in the UK. The Racing 
Post published this about the move on Tuesday:

Phoenix Thoroughbreds now have a permanent base 
in the UK after setting up offices in Newmarket high 
street. Although the group’s parent company, Phoenix 
Fund Investments, have long held office space in 
London, this is the first time the equine arm of the 
operation has established a base in the UK.

“It was important for the fund to have a permanent 
presence in the UK and where better to have that 
than Newmarket, a town synonymous with racing,” said 
Phoenix Thoroughbreds chief executive Amer Abdulaziz.

“As we expand our operations globally, this shows how 
important the racing and bloodstock industries in the 
country are to us and how keen we are to continue our 
presence there.”

Phoenix Thoroughbreds recently had a Royal Ascot to 
remember, with a 1-2 in the Group 1 Commonwealth 

Cup, with Advertise beating Forever In Dreams, who 
had been bought just four days earlier at the Goffs 
London Sale for £430,000 to join the owners’ female 
syndicate.

Advertise leads home another Phoenix Thoroughbreds-
owned horse in Forever In Dreams (grey) in the Group 
1 Commonwealth Cup at Royal Ascot last month

The investment fund took up residence in their new 
premises in British racing’s headquarters on Monday.
The space will also provide professional facilities for 
the team’s staff from across the globe to work when 
they visit the UK while offering a fixed point of contact 
for Phoenix’s partners and suppliers.

“We are often in Newmarket for the sales, to see our 
broodmares and stallion interests at the National Stud 
or to go racing,” continued Abdulaziz.

“It’s fantastic that we now have somewhere we can 
go to ensure the efficient running of Phoenix. We look 
forward to welcoming our investors to Newmarket in 
the near future as we continue to grow our team in 
the UK.”  


