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Our excellent run of form continued as Tavisan 
returning to action with a victory at Sandown Hillside 
on Wednesday. Placed in Group races in the past he 
could well be heading back to that lofty company after 
his impressive success. This is the report of the race 
from Racing.com:

Talented three-year-old gelding Tavisan has returned 
in style at Sandown Hillside to set up a date against 
Group company second-up in either Victoria or South 
Australia.

The gelding by Tavistock impressed as a colt in his first 
preparation, placing in the Listed McKenzie Stakes, the 
Group 2 Danehill Stakes and the G3 Caulfield Guineas 
Prelude before struggling in the G1 Caulfied Guineas.

After spelling and then struggling again on return in 
the G2 Rubiton Stakes, he was spelled and gelded 
prior to this preparation.

After opening as the clear favourite, Tavisan drifted 
alarmingly prior to the race on Wednesday and ended 
up being replaced as market elect by Street Tough.

Jumping with his usual electric speed, Tavisan was 
able to dictate terms through the early stages despite 

over striding and then finished off stronger than we 
have seen in previous races.

“That’s what we expected today, he’s been doing really 
well at home and he’s lovely and sound,” said Michael 
Kent Jr, who trains in partnership with Mick Price.

Jockey Ben Melham was also impressed with Tavisan’s 
return and believes he’ll be very competitive against 
stronger company over the sprinting trips.

“He’s a very quick horse, he’s got brilliant tactical 
speed, he can grab a good advantage early on in the 
race and he finished off really well today,” Melham said 
post-race.
“He was still a bit well in himself today out there, so he 
has improvement left in him moving forward.”

After producing the performance that the stable 
expected, Kent Jr said they can go ahead with the 
program that they have mapped out for him now with 
some level of confidence.

“There’s either the Group 3 Bletchingly Stakes (1200m) 
at Caulfield, or the Listed Lighting Stakes (1050m) in 
Adelaide, so we’ll get through this week and make a 
plan moving forward,” he said.

Tavisan triumphs at
Sandown-Hillside



Volatile green but golden
on debut

On Saturday and along with our partners Three 
Chimney’s Farms we were celebrating the debut 
success of three-year-old Violence colt Volatile at 
Ellis Park.

Still clearly learning his job, the Steve Asmussen 
trained runner was impressive as this report in TDN 
outlines:

Volatile (c, 3, Violence–Melody Lady {SW}, by 
Unbridled’s Song), the priciest son or daughter of 
Violence to sell at auction when he brought $850,000 
at KEESEP ‘17, took the first step towards repaying 
his owners’ investment with a green-but-good debut 
score against a particularly salty-looking group of 
maidens Saturday at the Pea Patch. 

Dismissed at 9-1, the grey sat off the pace in 
between horses early behind splits of :23.14 and 
:46.59. Travelling well into the stretch but with 
nowhere to go, he was sharply shifted out by pilot 
Rayan Gazader, and he inhaled foes to strike the 
front. Shifting in once he made the lead, he righted 
the ship enough to hold sway by 3/4 of a length over 
Encinitas (Union Rags). 

The winner is a full to Buy Sell Hold, SW & GSP, 
$125,520; unraced 2-year-old colt Soccer Dad 
(Bayern)–a $260,000 KEESEP grad–and another 
Bayern colt foaled last year. MGISW second dam 
Lady Tak (Mutakddim) is also the dam os Japanese 
SW/MGSP A Shin Spartan (Zensational). Sales 
history: $850,000 Ylg ‘17 KEESEP. Lifetime Record: 
1-1-0-0, $30,000.



Advertise runs stormer in July Cup
Ok, it might not have been the result we wanted, but we 
can’t help but be proud of Advertise’s performance 
in the July Cup. The handsome son of Showcasing 
lost very little in defeat, running a genuinely excellent 
race, despite a slightly slow start, to find just the re-
rejuvenated Ten Sovereigns too good.

As Frankie Dettori said as he dismounted post-race, 
“he’ll win another big one and was just beaten by a 
better horse on the day.” Those thoughts were echoed 
by a disappointed but not downhearted Martyn Meade 
who added:

“He was never going to make up that ground and the 
winner won very well. What can you do? It’s a shame 
we held him so much at Ascot. It wasn’t to be today.

“It was different ground and he didn’t quicken out as 
one would hope he would have done. The whole thing 
was a muddling race.

“If you could run it again it might be different but you 
can’t. It is no disgrace.

“We have got the French race, we could look at the 
Maurice de Gheest, then maybe seven furlongs at the 
end of the season in France. I don’t want to overdo 
him really.”

We look forward to seeing our boy back out on the 
racecourse.



Splashy heads to the
breeding sheds

Part of our early success and one of our first ever 
runners at the Breeders’ Cup we were delighted last 
week to buy out our partners to secure Splashy 
Kisses for a career as a broodmare. Check out this 
article from TDN for all the details:

Phoenix Thoroughbreds campaigned Splashy Kisses 
(Blame) in partnership with ERJ Racing, LLC and Dave 
Kenney, but the operation bought out those partners 
Monday at Fasig-Tipton to add the multiple graded 
stakes placed filly to its broodmare band. Denali Stud’s 
Craig Bandoroff made the winning bid of $240,000 to 
secure the 3-year-old filly.

“She’s going to go back to the farm. She’s done 

racing and we’ll figure out who she is going to be bred 
to,” Bandoroff said. “We keep a couple of mares for 
Phoenix [at Denali] and when [Phoenix’s] Tom [Ludt] 
told me he was interested, he’s not here, he asked me 
to take care of it.”

Splashy Kisses (hip 548) is out of Indian Valley 
(Cherokee Run), a half-sister to multiple graded stakes 
placed Convocation (Pulpit) and from the family of 
multiple Grade I winner Colour Chart (Mr. Prospector).

Purchased by ERJ Racing for $100,000 at last year’s 
Fasig-Tipton Gulfstream sale, the filly was second in 
the 2018 GII Pocahontas S. and third in this year’s GIII 
Sweet Life S.



Make sure you follow us on Twitter @PhoenixThorough1 to keep up to date
with Entries, work-out and news.

You can also find exclusive content on our website:
https:// www.phoenixthoroughbreds.net

Bahrain Target
We’ve been lucky enough to enjoy victories in 
Australia, Europe, The US and Argentina but now we 
hope to turn our attentions to Bahrain. This week 
it was announced the country will host their first 
international race and it would be something of a 
dream for us to send out the winner as this story 
from our website explains:

The CEO of Phoenix Thoroughbreds, Amer Abdulaziz, 
has confirmed his innovative investment fund intends 
to send a runner to contend the inaugural Bahrain 
International Trophy.

Announced last Thursday the new race, the first of 
its kind in the country, will take place on November 
22nd and run on turf over a mile and a quarter, with a 
£200,000 prize pot. Open to horses rated 95 and over 
the Rashid Equestrian and Horseracing Club hopes to 
attract top-class entries for across the globe.

A native of Bahrain, Abdulaziz was a multiple 
Champion owner in the country in the 1980s, and 

his family ran a stud farm dedicated to breeding top 
class purebred Arabians. He admits the chance to be 
involved in such a historic moment for racing in his 
home country excites him.

“We are a global company, but Bahrain racing is 
very important to me.” Explained Abdulaziz. “It’s 
my roots, where I came from, and I’ve always been 
involved in horses there. I’m thrilled that we finally 
have something like this coming to Bahrain. I grew up 
going to that racetrack, it has a lot of value for me, 
and I’m really attached to it. For us (Bahrain) to be 
hosting an international race like that is superb and 
Phoenix Thoroughbreds and myself are excited about 
it and determined to be part of it as well.”

The race could come at a perfect moment for the 
group with the season in Dubai just getting underway 
at around the same time. Phoenix plans to have their 
strongest ever team competing in the UAE this winter 
and would dearly love to add success in Bahrain to 
their global portfolio of winners. 


