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There’s only really one place we can start this week. 
Last Friday, the Commonwealth Cup, ADVERTISE 
giving us our second Royal Ascot Success in as many 
years. We have been inundated with messages of 
congratulations, we treasure every one of those and 
are sorry we couldn’t reply to them all. 

The victory was a watershed moment for Advertise 
picking up his second Group One victory and his first 
as a three-year-old. We can now look forward to what, 
fingers crossed, will be an exciting future for the colt 
on and off the track.

Back to Friday afternoon and the victory at the Royal 
meeting perhaps best summed up by this report in 
the Racing Post...

Phoenix Thoroughbreds enjoyed a landmark result in 
the Ascot sunshine as the free-spending owners landed 
a remarkable one-two in the Commonwealth Cup.

Advertise wins the
Commonwealth Cup



While last year’s Group 1 Phoenix Stakes winner 
Advertise took his top-flight tally to two in Phoenix’s 
now familiar white and orange silks, runner-up Forever 
In Dreams carried the predominantly orange colours 
of the Phoenix Ladies, an all-female ownership group 
run under the same umbrella.

Victory, achieved under man-of-the-moment Frankie 
Dettori, came almost a year to the day that Phoenix 
chief executive Amer Abdulaziz revealed the full scale 
of his grand plans for the investment fund to rub 
shoulders with the bloodstock giants who dominate 
the sport following Signora Cabello’s Queen Mary 
success.

Fast-forward 12 months and the Dubai-based 
businessman was back in the identical spot with an 
identical smile on his face, after scaling the heights 
of a Royal Ascot Group 1 less than three years after 
Phoenix Thoroughbreds launched.

“That’s just the way we like it,” said Abdulaziz. “What a 
beautiful day – it could not have gone better. We knew 
the horse was doing great and working well and to 
have him here today and win like that is amazing.

“The ladies gave me a fright but whoever finished first 
and second doesn’t matter – I’m just happy for the 

brand. There’s about 15 of the investors here and 
they were all shouting and jumping and it gives us a 
huge boost.”

Widespread bloodstock acquisitions across the globe 
have followed a big-spending start at the sales in 
2017 and Phoenix’s plans remain as grand as ever 
according to Abdulaziz, who revelled in another 
significant milestone.

“We wanted to come back this year and repeat what 
we did last year,” he added. “It’s very important and this 
is another step forward, we’re now a global company 



– South America, Australia, Europe and America – and 
it’s going from big to bigger all the time.”

“When you win at Royal Ascot there’s nothing like it – 
much better than any Derby in the World. Advertise 
is a Group 1 winner in the past, he’s a beautiful horse 
and no doubt he’s a future stallion for Phoenix – that’s 
the plan.

“We’ve got some stallions in America but he will be the 
second one here in Europe.”

For winning trainer Martyn Meade there was as much 
relief as elation following a testing period during which 
the horses at his base in Manton had failed to show 
their true colours through the first part of the season.
He even shut down the yard earlier in the spring to aid 
their recovery but Advertise – one of the star juveniles 
of last season – emphatically proved the stable to be 
back on track.

“There’s obviously huge elation but certainly relief, as 
well as the horses, have been well under par,” said 
Meade.

“He’s only had one bad run in the Guineas and I’ve 
always believed in him. He was not right at Newmarket 
– we wanted to see if he got the mile but never found 

out that day and we decided to go back to what we 
know over six, where we knew he was so good last 
year.

“We might go to France for the Prix Maurice de Gheest 
over six and a half furlongs next. Maybe he would get 
a mile but we’ll take baby steps and keep him around 
six furlongs for the time being.”      

Following Thursday’s heroics with four winners, Dettori 
was back in familiar territory in the centre of a bustling 
huddle after the race, and he was suitably impressed 
with his seventh win of the meeting.

“He put up a tremendous performance,” said Dettori. 
“I was always in control and always travelled like the 
winner. When I kicked he just went and was back to 
his best.” 

Runner-up FOREVER IN DREAMS provided her 
owners with a slice of their investment having sold for 
£430,000 at the Goffs London Sale earlier in the week.

“It was a brilliant run, absolutely unbelievable,” said her 
trainer Aidan Fogarty. “She was bought on Monday 
evening by Phoenix Ladies, so it was a good result for 
those two with Phoenix winning.”



So a great run for our Ladies 
Syndicate’s latest purchase, 

Forever In Dreams to chase 
home Advertise in the 
Commonwealth Cup.

She was in great form the 
day after the race, and 

you can see our feature on 
her after we visited her in 

the Ascot Racecourse stables 
on Saturday morning on our 

Youtube page here:
https://youtu.be/Sl_wtuamESU

But what about the future? Well, in this article from 
our website trainer Aidan Fogarty explains she may be 
heading back to France:

Aidan Fogarty is casting his eyes to France next 

French invasion planned for
Forever In Dreams

for Forever In Dreams as he maps out a Group One 
programme for his Commonwealth Cup runner-up.

The Dream Ahead Filly was sold to the Phoenix Ladies 
Syndicate at the Goffs London Sale on Monday having 
been sold by owner-breeder Con Marnane and will 
stay with the Tipperary based trainer.

He can therefore begin planning ahead, and first port 
of call is August’s Prix Maurice de Gheest – a return to 
France, where the grey was initially trained by Matthieu 
Palussiere and won her first two races as a juvenile.

“She only travelled home on Sunday morning, and 
travelled back super.” said Fogarty.

“We’ll see how she comes out of the race, but I’m 
leaning towards the Prix Maurice de Gheest at 
Deauville now. That’s the plan – she’ll probably go 
back to France for that.”



It will be Forever In Dreams’ second successive 
Group One assignment against the colts, having 
hinted at her potential with a decisive Listed win at 
Haydock last month.

“She’s a big filly, and I hope she should keep 
improving away,” added Fogarty.

“If she keeps going the way she is, I hope she might 
win a Group One by the end of the year.”

It was an uncertain as well as hugely exciting week for 
the Irishman as he waited to discover first whether 
Forever In Dreams was up to the tough task – and 
then if the high-profile new owners would keep her 
with him.

“There was a little bit of pressure on,” he said.

“But she did great, and they’re lovely people to 
deal with.

“They were very happy with their first runner in 
England, so everything worked out super – with 
Phoenix Thoroughbred actually winning the race, 
as well, great all round for them to have a one-
two.”

Fogarty had never previously been to Ascot, and 
Forever In Dreams’ success at Haydock provided 
him with a winner at his first attempt in Britain.

After she upped the ante at the Royal meeting, 
he said:

“It was an unreal run, brilliant. I’m delighted with her.

“She massively exceeded our expectations. We went 
down very hopeful, but we never thought that was 
going to happen.

“That was my first time at Ascot. We’ll be back again 
now, anyway!”



Make sure you follow us on Twitter @PhoenixThorough1 to keep up to date
with Entries, work-out and news.

You can also find exclusive content on our website:
https:// www.phoenixthoroughbreds.net

Cadre breaks maiden
at new market
Advertise wasn’t our only winner during Royal Ascot week 
as exciting prospect CADRE DU NOIR got off the mark at 
the second time of asking with an eye-catching success 
at Newmarket on Saturday.

Well-backed before the War Front colt broke on terms 
at the mile start and settled into a smooth rhythm with 
pilot Rob Hornby content to sit on the outside of the 12 
strong field. Travelling strongly, he moved like the like a 
potential winner for a long way out before Godolphin’s 
last time out success story Wings Of Time emerged as a 
challenger on the rail.

Hornby was patient on his mount, and then when he asked 
the question, his partner responded well and held off his 
nearest rival despite not having the rail for guidance.

In all, we would enjoy three wins in as many days with 
LAMARTINE getting the party started on Thursday 
evening at Churchill Downs. 

A dual Grade One winner in Brazil the now Steve 
Asmussen trained colt has taken just three attempts to 
get off the mark in the US and looked stylish in his victory 
in Kentucky.

Overcoming the widest draw of all, under an excellent ride 
from Ricardo Santana Junior he son of Shanghai Bobby 
shook off a tardy start from the gates to gain victory. 
After that slow beginning, Santana Junior gently urged 
his partner to press the early leader as the field reached 
the first turn in addition to tracking over to the rail from 
his outside post.

Our colt travelled comfortably just off the pace-setter 
Renaissance Frolic, until the moment the field began 
sweeping around the home bend. It became evident 
Lamartine was the last to come under pressure from 
the saddle, and he eased into the lead at the top of the 
stretch. Kicking two lengths clear he looked like the winner 
a furlong out and eventually held off his challengers to 
record a one-length success in the Allowance Optional 
Claiming contest.

Lamartine off the mark 
in US


