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While all the focus was on THAT result in the Kentucky 
Derby some excellent performances from our runners 
went under the radar as we picked up decent 
prizemoney in three Graded Stakes races.
 
The highlight of those was Lady Apple’s superb 
third in the Kentucky Oaks, continuing her progress 
this season and proving her credentials as a Grade  
One performer. Before Friday’s big race, the Steve 
Asmussen trained filly had notched up three wins on 
the bounce, progressing through the Grades, to earn 
her place in the line-up
 
Under the very much in form Ricardo Santana Junior, 
who had guided her to her previous wins including 
at Grade Three level last time out, the pair sat just 
off a frantic pace set by eventual winner Serengetti 
Empress before staying on well to finish in the places.
 
It was a performance that pleased her jockey with 
Ricardo telling our website:
 
“I was really happy with her run. She only ran two and 
a half weeks ago and bumped into one of the best 
three-year-old fillies in the World on Friday so I think 
she’s run a really big race.  Since she’s turned three-
year-old, she’s really improved and is training really 
well. Steve has done a great job with her and I think 
we are going to have a really good time with this filly.”
 
Ricardo was also on board Captain von Trapp at 
Churchill Downs last Saturday when the son of Trappe 
Shot finished a fine fourth in the Grade Three Pat Day 
Mile, another horse who stuck to his task well to grab 
some decent prize money.
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Before both of the above runs, Ladymidtown picked 
up some black-type by finishing third in the Senorita 
Stakes at Santa Anita. The Doug O’Neill trained filly 
is owned in partnership with ERJ Racing, and we can 
look forward to seeing her line up in more Graded 
Stakes races now that she has proved her class.
 
You can read an in-depth interview with Ricardo 
Santana Junior as he tells us how a boy from a poor 
neighbourhood in Panama has become one of the 
leading jockeys in the US on our website:

https://www.phoenixthoroughbreds.net/santana-
junior-hits-the-high-notes/

Lady Apple’s..
Since she’s turned three-year-
old, she’s really improved and is 
training really well.
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Our Dubai World Cup 2nd Gronkowski remains in 
the top ten of the Longines World’s Best Racehorse 
Rankings after the latest list was published this week.
 
The Salem bin Ghadyer trained runner has a 
global rating of 120, just five pounds inferior to 
the current table toppers Beuty Generation, City 
Of Light and Winx.

Gronk still in
top ten

Melbourne Cup-winning trainer Joseph O’Brien will 
have the responsibility of guiding the career of our 
latest purchase from the Arqana Breeze-up Sale 
as we expand our string in Ireland. Joseph already 
trains an Invincible Spirit colt for us and will now 
also have in his yard Lot 54 a son of Starspangled 
banner whose relations include Group One winners 
With You, We Are and Call The Wind.
 
Meanwhile, Phoenix Ladies continued their expansion 
into the UK by adding North Yorkshire based trainer 
Karl Burke to their roster by sending him Lot 34 an 
Acclamation filly with close bloodlines to Group One 
success story and Dubai World Cup placed Bullish 
Luck. You can read a full round-up of our activity at 
Arqana on our website:

https://www.phoenixthoroughbreds.net/obrien-and-
burke-to-train-arqana-buys/
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Picture perfect 
at John Quinn’s
The aforementioned John Quinn will always have a 
place in our history, saddling our first Royal Ascot 
winner last summer. Since then we have sent him 
several new recruits, and after our social media team 
paid some of them a visit last week, we thought we’d 
introduce you.

Melody King
(Kodiac ex Mekong Melody)
A lovely looking bay colt Melody 
King is out of top-class North 
American race mare Mekong 
Melody and is by prolific sire 
Kodiac. He is closely related to 

listed winner Miss Honorine and is also from the 
family of Grade One winner Louis Cyphre.

Mia Diva
(Exceed And Excel x
Imperialistic Diva)
A filly you may have already seen 
in action after her promising 
debut at Newcastle last month 
this daughter of Exceed and 

Excel is a full-sister to Group Three winner 
Queen Of Bermuda. She is out of winning mare 
Imperialistic Diva making her a very close relation 
to German 1000 Guineas winner Electrelane, just 
another of a whole host of classy types in the 
filly’s family tree.

Cobra Eye
(Kodiac x Annie The Doc)
Already an imposing Colt Cobra 
eye has a top class pedigree 
with the blood of Kodiac 
running through his veins. A 
close relative of juvenile Group 

One winner Wooton Bassett he is also a relative of 
the great Silver Patriarch.

Frankel Ex L’Ancresse
Yet to be named this filly has 
a stamp of her great sire 
Frankel while her dam was 
second in the Irish Oaks while 
close relation Moonstone 
went one better in the 2008 
running of that race. Other 

notable family members include dual Group 
One winner Cerulean Sky and Epsom Derby 
second US Army Ranger.

Camacho x Night 
Sphere
This striking son of Camacho 
got a lot of attention when 
we posted his picture on our 
Facebook page.
 

Out of the winning juvenile mare Night Sphere, 
he has a lovely pedigree that includes Grade and 
Group Two winner Missit and Gibraltar Blue not to 
mention a whole host of other black type winners.

Make sure you follow us on Twitter @PhoenixThorough1 to keep up to date
with Entries, work-out and news.

You can also find exclusive content on our website:
https:// www.phoenixthoroughbreds.net


