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THE BOSS IN THE HOT SEAT



PLS 2 - COMING SOON!
You may have read in numerous outlets this week that having sold all of the shares in 
Phoenix Ladies Syndicate we have decided to set up a second, for which we will recruit a 
whole new set of horses. Work is already underway in getting the infrastructure in place for 
“PLS 2” and we are also examining the possibilities of having some of the horses based 
outside the UAE.
 
Those who have been following the progress of our Ladies will know what a phenomenal 
start it has been for their members in Dubai. Currently hovering around a win strike-rate of 
50%, they also have a horse in the unbeaten Walking Thunder who is favourite for both the 
UAE 2000 Guineas and Derby, in addition to being touted as a potential Kentucky Derby 
runner. In fact, such is his popularity that he has even had a song written about him!
 
It’s an exciting time to be involved with our Ladies Syndicates with a new website and 
facebook page on the way so if you would like to be involved in our latest venture, please 
mark an email for the attention of Pamela Cordina and send to info@phoenixfund.net.
 
 
You can get the full lowdown on PLS 2 on our Website: 

https://www.phoenixthoroughbreds.net/phoenix-thoroughbreds-to-set-up-pls-2/
https://www.phoenixthoroughbreds.net/phoenix-thoroughbreds-to-set-up-pls-2/


JAGUAR GOLDEN IN DUBAI

PLS 2 wasn’t the only exciting news for our Ladies 

this week with Golden Jaguar winning at Meydan 

on Thursday to remain unbeaten in two starts. 

 

The son of Dubai World Cup winner Animal 

Kingdom won his opening effort on the dirt at Jebel 

Ali a couple of weeks ago, but he had no problems 

switching to the turf, stepping up in trip and class 

to take the Classic Trial.

 

Much like his debut, he missed the break from a 

wide draw but despite admitting to a “rush of 

blood” jockey Connor Beasley gave him a nice 

waiting ride and the colt stormed past horses in the 

home straight to win well. 

 

Both horse and rider earned plenty of plaudits for 

the performance and the members of PLS can look 

forward to an exciting future with this three-year-

old.

 

A full report and reaction into the victory can be 

found on our 

website:https://www.phoenixthoroughbreds.net/j

aguar-pounces-to-remain-unbeaten/

https://www.phoenixthoroughbreds.net/jaguar-pounces-to-remain-unbeaten/


GRONK IN DUBAI
We have received some great photos of Belmont 
Stakes 2nd Gronkowski, who arrived in Dubai this 
week. The “Big Horse” as we lovingly refer to him, 
will be targeted at the Dubai World Cup and got 
his first taste of the Meydan track in a light work 
out on Thursday morning, a video is available on all 
our social media pages. He seems to be settling 
into his new surroundings well and we are hopeful 
that he can do himself justice during the Carnival.

WORLD CUP NIGHT ENTRIES

Gronkowski will very shortly be joined by 
Axelrod in the stables of trainer Sandeep 
Jadhav as we look to have a two-pronged 
attack on the World’s Richest Race. The 
nominations for the Dubai World Cup and it’s 
supporting races were published this week (a 
full list can be found 
here:http://dubairacingclub.com/sites/defaul
t/files/dubai_world_cup_day_nominations_for
_2019.pdf) and we are very proud to feature 
among them. 
 
In addition to our World Cup duo we hope to 
have Sands Of Mali line up in the Al Quoz 
Sprint while Walk In The Sun, Gotti and 
Lansky have multiple entries between them. 
Of course, Walking Thunder and Superior 
were both nominated for the UAE Derby for 
our Ladies Syndicate.

TAVISAN PLEASES AGAIN

For the second time in a week, Tavistock colt 
Tavisan caught the eye in a jumpout at Caulfield. 
The Mick Price-trained runner is being targeted 
at the Group 2 Rubiton Stakes next weekend and 
looked very strong, if not a bit fresh, in his 700m 
workout. 
 
It wasn’t just our partners and ourselves who 
were impressed with racing.com stating: “That 
was Tavisan's second eye-catching performance 
in a jump out in recent weeks and the Mick Price-
trained three-year-old looks in good order to 
return to the track.” The full report and replay 
can be found 
here:https://www.racing.com/news/2019-01-
30/the-trial-show---caulfield-review

http://dubairacingclub.com/sites/default/files/dubai_world_cup_day_nominations_for_2019.pdf
https://www.racing.com/news/2019-01-30/the-trial-show---caulfield-review


THE BOSS IN THE HOT SEAT

Last week we gave you a chance to 
get to know our head of equine 
operations Tom Ludt a bit better as 
we posted a clipping from his 
recent interview with Ten Furlongs 
magazine. This week it was our 
CEO Amer Abdulaziz’s turn to 
answer some questions in the same 
publication, and in case you missed 
it here it is:

Q: Amongst those horses you will have competing in the DWC Carnival and on DWC race night itself, 
which would you consider the surprise factor?
 
A: We’re lucky enough to have assembled a strong team for Dubai with a few high-profile names. 
Axelrod ran a huge race in a Grade One on his last start and Sands Of Mali is going to the Carnival 
as a Group One winning sprinter. I guess Gronkowski would be the one I would say could surprise 
a few people. It would be fair to say he’s not performed as well as we would have hoped following 
his big effort to run Justify so close, in the Belmont, but he took a step in the right direction in his 
last run and I feel he’ll do well in Dubai. He’s currently in quarantine in Florida and will arrive at 
Meydan in the next few weeks. We wanted to give him plenty of time to acclimatise and get used 
to his new surroundings. I really think the change of scenery will do him the world of good and I 
think he can run a big race in the World Cup itself.
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q: What excites you about 2019? 
And what would you say was your biggest                                     disappointment in 2018?
 
A: We had a great year with our two-year-olds, especially in the UK, and it’s exciting to dream 
about what they might achieve next season. Advertise was our first European Group One winner 
and he’ll have his sights on the 2000 Guineas and other top races of over a mile. Kadar is a colt we 
like very much, and he looks very much like a Derby horse in the making. While we shouldn’t 
forget the likes of Magic J, who was also extremely good on his only start. We also have a few 
others entered in the classics, who you are yet to see, that we have high hopes for, so hopefully 
2019 can prove a very big year. We’ll also be hoping for another winner at Royal Ascot following 
our first with Signora Cabello last season. She’ll be back this year targeting in the Commonwealth 
Cup and Kings Stand. We were lucky enough to have more up than downs last season but if 
anything, it was disappointing that Dream Tree got injured so close to the Breeders’ Cup. She was 
working very well and we were convinced she was going to run a big race.

Q A&



THE BOSS IN THE HOT SEAT
Q: Please tell us about how your investment fund will be regulated 
and why you chose this route?
 
A: Our Fund is in the process of becoming a fully Registered in 
Luxembourg as a Reserved Alternative Investment Fund (“RAIF”) 
managed by a fully regulated Alternative Investment Fund 
Manager(“AIFM”).  We chose to go this route as it provides not 
only complete transparency but all the checks and balances
 available under the relevant rules and regulations governing the 
RAIF and theAIFM.
 
Q: Tell us more about your decision to create Phoenix?
 
A: I’ve been involved in investments fora long time, but I wanted to share my love of horses and 
prove that you can make money from investing in thoroughbreds. I wanted to create a vehicle that 
would give investors a chance to be involved in all aspects of racing, not justthe horses on the 
track (exciting as that is) but in the breeding side of the business as well. We now have a good 
track record behind us with plenty of success in all areas of the operation.
 
Q: Is there ever a point which you feel that you would have been happier in the highest echelons of the dry 
finance industry dealing in stocks and commodities?
 
A: I’m still involved in that side of investment through Phoenix Fund Investments and still enjoy 
that element of the finance industry. I just wanted to use my love of horses and interesting in 
bloodlines to open-up another avenue for investors to get involved in.
 
Q: The Magic Million’s Gold Coast sale, Karaka National Yearling Sale and the Inglis Easter Yearling sale 
is just around the corner. Will you be going down and what are some specific yearlings/matings/ lots that 
you will be looking out for?
 
A: We were active at the Magic Millions Sale adding nine new horses to our roster in Australia, six 
of those in partnership with Aquis Farms, and I suspect we’ll do some business at a few of the 
other sales as we look to expand our presence in the Southern hemisphere.
We don’t necessarily go in with certain bloodlines in mind. Our expert team and I do study 
pedigrees closely and we do have one or two favourite sires and mares but if we see something, we 
like physically we won’t be afraid to look at that either. Our team have plenty of experience and 
know what they are looking for.
 
Q: Which horse would you say would be your biggest giveaway that proved to be a topliner later?
 
A: Our aim is to purchase, train and breed top class Thoroughbreds in order to make a good and 
consistent return for our investors.  As part of that process we will inevitably sell some of our 
Thoroughbreds who will go on to achieve far greater success in their future careers for their new 
owners.  That is our goal and our business model could not work any other way.  So, in short, we do 
not and will not regret ‘giveaways’ because they will not be ‘giveaways’ rather there will be a 
strategic decision to sell or hold any particular horse for the benefit of the fund

Q A&



THE BOSS IN THE HOT SEAT
Q: What are your plans for the breeding side of Phoenix Thoroughbreds? Is there any strategy 
towards moving forward with just one gender eventually, or will you look at building a 
broodmare band and stand stallions as well?
 
A: The short answer to this question is that, no, we will not be moving toward just one 
gender.  Our business model depends on breeding Thoroughbreds so clearly this involves 
both broodmares and stallions.  We believe this aspect is vital to continued growth and 
consistent returns and to a great extent removes much of the risk in the equine business.  
With that in mind it’s fair to say the breeding side to Phoenix is vital to our business model 
and has been in place since the start. We already have plenty of broodmares, especially in 
Australia where we have around 50 and have recently added to our roster in Europe and 
the US at the recent breeding stock sales. They will join our mares already in place, many 
of which are in foal to top stallions like Frankel and Kingman. We also have some shares in 
some potentially great stallions. Aclaim in the UK and Daddy Long Legs in the US to name 
just two. We wouldn’t be afraid to buy any at auction, but we do want to develop our own 
with success on the track. For example, Advertise is already a Group One winner so you 
would hope, when the time comes, he will become an attractive prospect to breeders. We 
don’t really focus on either mares or stallions, but this will be an area of continued growth 
for us.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q: Manama is one of my favourite places in the world. Its old-world charm, the azure blue of the 
ocean around Bahrain and the naturally warm Bahrani people which make me smile whenever I 
think about Bahrain. What do you love and miss about Bahrain? Do you go back often?
 
A: As you can imagine my work keeps me very busy, which means I don’t get to see 
Bahrain that often. Of course, there are things I miss but I’m also very fortunate that the 
nature of the business we do at Phoenix means I get to travel to many different places and 
get to experience lots of new sights, even if that is sometimes just a new racecourse!

Q A&



THE BOSS IN THE HOT SEAT

Make sure you follow us on Twitter 
@PhoenixThorough1 to keep up to date 

with Entries, work-out and news. 
 

You can also find exclusive content on 
our website: 

https:// www.phoenixthoroughbreds.net

Q: Could you tell us about where your passion for horses comes from? I read that your family owned 
some of the best Arabians. Do you still have an Arabian stud farm in Bahrain?
 
A: I grew up around horses on my family’s former stud farm where we bred Arabian horses, so I 
have always had a great passion for them. It wasn’t until I went to Berkeley to study that I found 
a love for Thoroughbreds. I used to go to Golden Gate fields to watch the racing there and my 
interest grew from there.
 
Q: If you could spend a day in someone else’s shoes, whose would it be and why?
 
A: This is a bit tricky to answer as I love to meet interesting people, to sit down with them and 
exchange ideas. I would have loved to have had a conversation with Nelson Mandela, a true 
visionary but so humble at the same time. But to answer your question, I guess it would be fun to 
experience a different kind of lifestyle. I developed an interest in basketball during my studies in 
America and to have a day as someone like “Magic Johnson” (who our winning three-year-old 
Magic J is named after) during his peak years would be interesting, just to see what life is like for 
a World Class athlete.
 
Q: Who was the biggest influence in your life?
 
A: Not so much my life but HRH Sheikh Mohammed has been a big influence on my career 
especially in setting up Phoenix Thoroughbreds. His vision to see the potential in horse racing, 
not just as a sport but as a business was revolutionary at the time and has opened-up great 
opportunities in Dubai and across the Emirates. One day, although our business model is very 
different, I hope we can go some way to emulating his achievements in the sport.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCz0616K4EcbRsoK3dEn3LXg
https://twitter.com/PhoenixThoroug1
https://www.facebook.com/PhoenixThoroughbreds/
https://www.instagram.com/phoenixthoroughbred/
http://phoenixthoroughbreds.net/
https://www.phoenixthoroughbreds.net/
https://www.phoenixthoroughbreds.net/monstrous-mccool-on-derby-trail/

