
Phoenix Thoroughbred
WEEKLY WRAP

ISSUE 4
NOVEMBER 2018

CITY RACING

OISIN MURPHY TO OFFER MARE IN FOAL TO ACLAIM

PHOENIX GLOBAL PLEASES ON RETURN

WORKOUTS

CARNIVAL TIME



This week some of our team found 
themselves in the slightly unusual 
surroundings of Aintree Racecourse for an 
event to demonstrate a new concept, “City 
Racing”. It’s aim? 
 
To bring an international series of races to 
iconic locations in Cities around the world, 
imagine horses flying down the Champs 
Elysees or racing past Her Majesty the 
Queen’s bedroom window on the Mall in 
London.
 
 
 

CITY RACING

The idea has been around for around a decade but, now with the backing of The Jockey Club, for the 
first time there’s a chance it might get off the ground. The organisers seem hopeful of staging two race 
days in 2019.
 
“I got the concept straight away and it could take racing to a whole new audience, and that’s my job.” 
Enthused Paul Fisher the CEO of the Jockey Club ”I’m a keen cricket fan and this could be racing’s 
Twenty20. It could take it to a whole new audience around the world. I think it will really appeal to 
millennials – a younger, urban audience for whom racing doesn't normally figure in their leisure 
time.”
 
The format would be a race meeting of six races all over five furlongs each with eight runners. Points 
would be awarded to the jockeys, according to their finishing order and a “championship” would take 
place over several meetings a year.
 
Using the same technology and surface that was successfully 
deployed for the equestrian events at London 2012, we’re 
told a track can be put in place and removed with very little 
disruption to the everyday hustle and bustle of a major city.
 
"We're looking broadly at a 72-hour turnaround for getting 
the surface in, conditioning it, racing and then getting it all 
out again.” Explained Peter Phillips Chief Executive of City 
Racing.
"Maximal impact, minimal disruption is a model we've 
worked very hard at. To get the cities to buy into this we 
can't have a motor racing level of disruption to the city, they 
wouldn't accept it.”
 
Can such a temporary surface be safe though? Horse welfare 
was a bit of a buzz phrase at the demonstration, where 
horses where ridden at half speed over three and a half 
furlongs, and on the whole the jockeys who took part where 
very positive.



CITY RACING

 
"This is by no means the finished product.’ Added 
Phillips. “We’ll learn a lot from this and today is 
primarily about reassurance, to show we can race 
eight horses comfortably. You're always going to 
get a certain amount of questioning about a new 
concept and it's up to us to talk to all the 
constituents and get rid of any potential 
misconceptions. We're taking racing out of its 
comfort zone and we have to reassure owners, 
trainers and jockeys that we're doing it properly.”
 
 
It’s certainly an interesting concept and we’ll monitor 
it’s development. In the meantime let us know what 
you think by getting in touch on Twitter 
@PhoenixThorough1.

"It's only be laid two days, but it feels as though it's been there a long time, so it beds in really 
quickly.” Was the reaction of Group One winning Jockey Dougie Costello with champion apprentice 
Jason Watson adding: "It walks a bit slower than it rides but it rides really well, it's similar to 
Newcastle and possibly even better."
 
 
The surface, which you can see a cross-section of on this page, wasn’t the only concern. Horses in an 
untested environment of a packed-out street would also be a unknown factor but one the team behind 
this venture were keen to address.

"People will be able to get very close but we'll 
have a pedestrian crowd barrier, two or three 
metres back from the edge of the track. 
Explained Phillips who also revealed horses will 
be screened by veterinary panel before racing. 
 
"Horses are our number one priority, we have to 
do everything in our power to mitigate any 
possible welfare issues.”
 
 
Overall there seemed to be a positive reaction to 
the events of the day and you can see some of it 
on our YouTube page.

https://twitter.com/PhoenixThoroug1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GNV7R9XPFm4


 
 
Those of you who have been following the 
Phoenix Thoroughbreds story from the 
beginning will know that we have a stake in a 
number of stallions around the World. Among 
them is Aclaim, who stands at the National 
Stud and was the best supported stallion of 
2018. His first foals arrive next year and it 
seems somehow appropriate that the man who 
rode our first Royal Ascot winner is, next week, 
offering a mare in foal to the fastest horse in 
the Montjeu family at the Tattersalls December 
Mares Sale.
 
Of Course, Oisin Murphy is well acquainted 
with Aclaim having secured his first Group One 
victory while riding the horse in the Prix Foret. 
The rising star of the weighing room will offer 
Montjess on Tuesday night which is, in another 
twist of poetic coincidence, the same evening 
as the horse he rode to Royal Ascot success in 
the Phoenix white and orange, Signora 
Cabello, goes under the hammer.
 
 

OISIN MURPHY TO OFFER MARE IN FOAL 
TO ACLAIM

"I've always had an interest in the breeding 
side of things and I just wanted to dip my 
toe in the water a little bit," explained Murphy 
to the Racing Post.

"I was keen to get my hands on Montjess – she's a big, rangy and scopey mare – and I'd like to 
see how she gets on in a British sale having been bought in America. I'd be happy to keep her if 
she's not making enough money, but she's in foal to Aclaim, who I thought was a good match, 
and hopefully she'll prove popular, along with her foal. She's the first broodmare I've owned and 
I've enjoyed the experience. I've done it as a bit of fun - this isn't my job, my job is being a jockey 
- and so I also want to control the numbers." 
 
The mare will go through the sales ring as Lot 1711 and you can read the full interview with Oisin 
Murphy on the Racing Post Website.

https://www.racingpost.com/bloodstock/oisin-murphy-to-offer-mare-and-foal-for-sale/355086


At the Gold Coast on Wednesday morning the 
Toby Edmonds trained Phoenix Global returned 
to competitive racing for the first time since 
June.
 
 
Breaking from gate five in the 1200 metre 
Maiden Handicap the All Too Hard colt sat just 
of a ferocious early speed and was moving really 
well. Noticeably one of the last off the bridle as 
the field turned for home he picked up for a while 
under Ryan Maloney before is effort waned in 
the final 100 meters, finishing a pleasing fourth.
 
 

PHOENIX GLOBAL PLEASES ON RETURN

After the race it was discovered he had lost a shoe in the run which may have contributed to his 
wandering around a bit, adding to the fatigue late on. Toby Edmonds reported the three-year-old to 
have recovered well the day after the race and he expects the colt to improve plenty of the return 
effort. We can expect to see Phoenix Global back in action very soon.

The Dubai World Cup Carnival gets underway in January and we are delighted that a quartet of our 
runners have been accepted to join the Phoenix and the Ladies Syndicate horses already in the UAE.
 
Axelrod and Gronkowski have the option to travel from the States to the Emirates for big race targets, 
including the Dubai World Cup, although plans on that front are yet to be finalised, while Lansky and Dubai 
Dynamo for Robert Cowell could also take their place in the Carnival fields.
 
We will keep you right up to date with our plans so make sure you follow us on Twitter.

CARNIVAL TIME



WORKOUTS

Our Doug O’Neill Trained string have 

been busy this week out on the Santa 

Anita Track. 

 

Our Midshipman filly Ladymidtown, 

owned in partnership with ERJ Racing, 

looked really well in the Californian 

sunshine as she had an untimed gallop 

on Sunday. 

 

Meanwhile Lebron J and Magnificent 

McCool put in some fast times on 

Monday with the former clocking the 

second fastest four furlongs of the day 

while the latter was sixth quicker of 

five furlongs.

 

 

Bob Baffert also had some Phoenix 

horses put through their paces with 

Honeyfromthesouth recording a time 

of 1.00.48 over five furlongs last Friday 

and the following day, 

Diamondsandpearls covered four 

furlongs in 48.40.

 

 

Additionally, at Santa Anita Michael 
McCarthy sent out Axelrod, on 
Wednesday, to cover four furlongs. 
The colt owned alongside our friends 
at Slam Dunk Racing stopped the 
clock at 48.00.

Lady Midtown

Lebron J

Axelrod

Make sure you follow us on Twitter 
@PhoenixThorough1 to keep up to date 

with Entries, work-out and news. 
 

You can also find exclusive content on 
our website: 

https:// www.phoenixthoroughbreds.net
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCz0616K4EcbRsoK3dEn3LXg
https://twitter.com/PhoenixThoroug1
https://www.facebook.com/PhoenixThoroughbreds/
https://www.instagram.com/phoenixthoroughbred/
http://phoenixthoroughbreds.net/

